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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I re-
memher now that the amendment provided
that the maximum amount would be 250
guineas a yecar. The responsibilities carried
out by these officials is indeed considerable
and, taking into aceount all the different
aetivities covered by them, the amount in-
volved must be not less than £12,000,000.

MR, E. B. JOHNSTON ( Williams-Narro-
gin) [10.25]: It was the late Sir John
Forrest who established the Agricultural
Bank in, I think, 1894, a few years
after he had bhecome Premier. He also
initiated the seheme for providing home-
steag bloeks and for ihe advaneing of money
to enable settlers to improve their fums.
When he decided to establish an Agrieultural
Bank he chose as manager the late Mr. Wil-
liara Paterson, who at that time represeniel
the Murray constituency in the Legislative
Assembly, Among the first to join the
Bank was Mr. MeLarty., I think Mr. J.
B. Sievenson was the aceountant and Mr.
McLarty was next in seniority. There was
a staff of four. Mr. McLarty has been as-
sociated with the Bank ever since. Fol-
lowing upon the banking activities, there
were established the Industries Assistance
Board, the Soldier Settlement Scheme and
the Group Settlement Scheme. Respecting
these different institutions, the responsibility
attached to Mr. McLarty and the trustees.
They have carried out a most important
work and when we realise that the salaries
of managers of private coneerns range from
£1,500 to £2,500 a year, and that those con-
cerns do not control anything like such large
advances as are made by Agricultural Bank
trustees, no hon. member will objeet to the
increases proposed. I have had many op-
portunitiezs of appreeiating Mr. McLarty’s
work sinee 1902 and Y am glad to see that
the Government recognise the good work
ke has done, with the assistance of the trus-
tees of the Agricultural Bank.

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [10.28]: It
seems to me that the remnneration given
to the trustees does not represent very lib-
eral payment in view of the responsibilities
they have to carry. What about the trus-
tee who has to go vound the districts mak-
ing valuations?

The Minister for Lands: He is paid extra
for that,

- Mr THOMSON: If paymeat is made for
that separately, that is all right.

[CCUNCIL.]

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon
W. C. Angwin—North-East Fremantle—in
reply) [10.29]: In reply to the Leader of
the Opposition, I would point out that the
Act was amended in 1909 by including the
word “guineas” and that accounts for the
alteration I indieated by way of interjection.
I would like to make it clear to hon. mem-
bers that it is the intention of the Govern-
ment to pay the managing trustee the
amount mentioned, namely £1,500, from the
time the classification was made. It was
pointed out by the Public Service Commis-
sioner that he had no power to increase the
salary of the managing trustee but he pro-
vided allowances for other work. Im the
opinion of the Government those allowances
were not sufficient.

The Premier: And it was not the proper
way to do it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
50,

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
In Commitiee, elc.
Bill passed through Committee without de-

bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopfed.

House adjourned at 10.31 p.m.

Legislative  Council,
Wednesday, 25th August, 1926,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers.

PAPERS—WAGIN WATER SUPPLY.
HON. H. STEWART (South-East): I
move—

That the files relating to the Wagin water
supply be laid on the Table of the House.
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TAE nONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
. W. Hickey): There is no objection to
lie papers being laid on the T'able—indeed I
iave them here—but 1 should like to remind
he hon. member and others that just
o long as the papers remain here, so long
vitl the work be held up.

Question pul and passed.

PAPERS—STATE LAND TAX,

HON. H STEWART (South-East): 1
nove—

That an analysis of the State land tax
wsissments for the years subsequent to the
t0th June, 1922, be laid en the Table of the
louse.

y reason for moving the motion is that in
he last report of the Commissiener of Taxa-
jon there is an analysis of the land tax as-
essments for 1921-22 as a’ the 30ih June,
925, It secems to me the Minister might be
uble to arrange that as soon as possible we
hould have a similar analysis for subse-
juent years laid on the Table of the
Jouse. We could then see what has been
he effect on the land tax of the amendments
o the Aect that we passed hwn sessions ago.
" am not asking that any new returns he
ompiled, but merely that as soon as pos-
ible information in possession of the Taxa-
ion Department should be made available to

A8,

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
I. W. Hickey): I very reluctantly oppose
he motion.

THE PRESIDENT: If the Minister op-
poses the motion, then under Standing
Order 15 it cannot be proceded with. The
rotice will be placed on th: agenda paper
or a future day.

RESOLUTION—FINANCIAL RE-
LATIONS. COMMONWEALTH
AND STATES.

Deate resnmed fiom the previous day on
‘he motion by the Chief Serretary that the
“ooneil eoneur in the follow nr resolution of
‘he Assembly:—

That this Homse is of the opinion th:}t
there shonid he no departure from the basis
upon  whirh 1he finaneial rrlations of _ﬂlo
ranmonwealth and States have rested. wzth-
.ut the fullest consideration at a constito-
tional sesaion »f the Pederal Parliament and
the approval of the people by referendum:
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D13

aud tiat no finaucial scheme should be assented
to by the Sraies that does wor provide tor
their receiving irom the Comwonwealth Guy-
ernmient an aunusl payment of not less than
COs. per heud of population,

HCN. E. H. HARRIS (North-East)
{1.00;: 1 must confess 1 win not enthusias-
tic about the resolution before us. The Drst
part of it weets with my aparoval, but that
part relating to the tuking oi a referendum
does not appeal to me; for un the 4th Sep-
tember we shall have to decide by referen-
dum another important maticr and, judging
by tie feelings expiessed, there has never
been an veeasion on whieh opinion was so
widely divergent. Representatives of loth
parties are issmng conflictine, statements as
to the real meaning of the amendments fo
be placed before us. If we were to have a
referendum as tu whether vertain financial
proposals should be aceepted, and if the vari-
ous figures used by the opposing parties were
to be snbmitted to the electors, those electors
would be completely fogeged as to the nature
of the case put up by either side, and so we
should not get an intelligent vote. When we
see Mr. Gregory and My. Grzy on one plat-
form pleading the same canse, it is, to say
the least of it, very perplexing. The Chief
Secretary, in moving his motion, pointed out
that the Premiers of the several States wers
in accord in protesting against the abolitlun
of the per eapita payment, and we find also
that the Premier and the Lender of the Op-
position are in aecord in opyosing the pro-
posal.  That is quite easily understandatee,
for the reason that while ihe wman in the
street, beingz asked to eontribute certain re-
venue, dees not care much whether it is con-
trihuted to the Commonwealth or to the
Stale, the State Premiers realise that they
will have to make good by taxation that
which they are now reeeivine from the Com-
monwealth Government, and «o the odium of
taxing people will fall upon {aem. Althougi
the Teader of the House said this motion
should be discnssed apart from party poli-
ties, I cannot help thinking that a good deal
of party polities entered into the inner feel-
ings of those who dis¢ussed the subjeet when
the State Premiers met in eonference. The
Chief Seeretarvy stressed the nblizations on
the State to find revenue, but he did not poin.
out that the old age and invalid pensions
paid by the Commonwealth had eonsiderablv
relieved the States. 'There are in Western
Australia 8.349 persons in reeeipt of either
the invalid or the old age pension. Were the
Federal Government not takug the responsi-
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bility of looking after those people, the re
sponsibility in respecl of at least a number
of them would fall upon the State. In ad-
ditien, there is the maternity grant, which
costs the Federal Government something liko
£40,006 per apnum,.

Hon. A, J. H. Saw:
tirely wasted.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Whether or not
that be so, if the Commonwealth were not
paying the £5 bonus the State Govermmnent
would be called upon to make up the omis-
sion in many instances. Men's thoughts are
changed by dint of eceaselers propaganda.
Here we have a proposal to alter the exist-
ing condition of affairs and, naturaly, we
have from the States a good :eal of opposi-
tion to it. The question is whether we re-
alise that the Federal Goverr.raent conld dis-
pose of the per capita payments but, aware
of the protests that have heen lodged by
the States, they bave allowed the matter to
be deferred. Therefore, I say there is really
no urgengy for our dealing with the matter,
other than fo get an expression of opinion
from Parliament, and in order that we
might endeavour to arvive ar a better basis
for the allocation of any grants made by the
Commonwealth to the State. If we had a
convention of the State Premiers and of re-
presentatives elected by the joint Houses of
the several Slates Parliaments, we might per-
haps seenre a better mothod ot representation.
T move an amendmeni as follows:—

That the message from the Legislative

Assembly e amended by striking out all the
wordy after ‘‘rested’’ in line 5.

Money almost en-

A referendum on the finaneial proposals
would lead to mire chans than will veenr
throngh the referendvin that will come be-
fore us on the dih September. The amend-
ment would leave the way open for a dis-
en=<ion, durine which somethine even hetter
lhan the euntribution amounting to 25« per
head of the population might be evolved.
No donbt members have read in this morn-
ing's paper the otatements wade by Major
Giblin, ol the Statictical Departinent of
Tasmania. He set out a number of argu-
ments that may not hiave been in the minds
of members as Lo the points that shonld bhe
discussed to the end that a fair proposal
might be pat forward. Tf the Honse
agrees to my nmendment J suzeest that the
following words be added after the word
“rested” : —

Unless and until a convention has heen

snmmoned hy the Prime Minister and held,
. ut which an equal number of representatives

[COUNCIL.]

of the five Stites, clected ot joint sittings
of both Houses, and a like wumber at a
gitting of the Legislative Asscmbly  of
Queensland, shall so resolve,

This would mean that the FPrime Jlinister
would call a conference representative of
all the States, for the purpose of discussing
this matter. My suggestion will give mem-
bers an opporiunity of expressing their
opinions. | know thal many are not in
favour of the latter portion of the resolu-
tion as it has reached us.

HON, V. HAMERSLEY (East) [447]: I
seeond the amendmeni.  Probably there
would not liave been a Federation of the
States lad the conventions that met not
been able to come to some decizion, by
which the revenues of the States were
apportioned amongst them. One great
stumbling-block for a long time was the
financial question. 1t was only when the
clause known as the Bradden clause, and
sometimes referred to as the Braddon blot,
was accepted, that a definite basis was
fortheoming upon which the Commozwealth
could be finaneed, and it was recognised
as the means of conserving to the States
the revenue it was anticipated they would
ghare. When the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment decided to alter the system. nnder
which the States were to reccive their share
of the revenne from Cusioms and Excise,
and the 23s. per capita basis was substi-
tuted, many of us were surprised and dis-
appointed. Western Australin was spend-
ing a lot of money in bringing in new
settlers.  We wanted to reap the benefit of
the inereased population, knowing that for
many vears the State would derive no rev-
enue from the neweomers in the shape of
direct taxation. Tt was anticipated vrder
the original Braddon clause that the new-
comers would considerably help our finances.
secine that we were to get three-fourths of
the revenue From (nstoms and Exeise. When
the 23= per capita hasis was substituted, we
thought that would stand for ail time. The
recent proposals put hefore the T'remiers
that this should he taken away from us
caie as a startling announcement. Tt seemerd
like breaking faith with the Stafes over the
return of the three-fomrths of the Customs
and Excise revenue. Tntil some definite
revenue is allotted to us from that sonrce,
the State would he in a very dangerous
position in the event of a drop in the
world’s market prices, and of our being -
ahle to raise anvthing hy direet taxation.
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as we are doing to-day. The Commeonwealth
propose to recede from land and income
taxation. In that proposal they have never
ronsidered the rights of the States. Their
taxation ha- handicapped the development
of the States because of the increased vost
thrown upon the community by the inaugu-
ration of a dual system of tax colleetion.
This hecame verv expensive. In this State
one department now collects hoth State and
Clommonwealth taxation.  Althouzh the
Commonwealth entered into that arranze-
ment to obviate the creat expense I under-
stand a larcer allowanece towards the cost
is now being clamounred for, because it is
found that it is an expensive system to ran.
Tt was ever the intention of the framers
of the Constitution that the States should
share in the Customs and Exrize reveaue.
Nothing will persnade me to the contrary.
When the people were asked to vote on the
question of the 25s. per head payment,
probably they did not fully understand the
effect of this. Those who voted against it
"did so hecause they felt this sum was in-
safficient for the requrements of the Ftate.
Thev believed that if they voted against it
they might draw pearer the orizinal inten-
tion with recard tn the share in the Cus-
toms and Exeise revennes. T agree with the
resolution in the main. There should he no
departure from the present basis of the
finanrial telafions between the States and
the Commonwealth, 1 am opnosed to leav-
ing the nuestion to a special session of the
Fedoral Parliament. T am doubtful if it
wonld be constitutional for a special session
to decide this question. I support the
amendment because we should avoid the risk
of the Federal Parliament dealing with the
matter, and also aveid its submission to a
referendum.

Jmm, J. Cornell: The Federal Parliament
must have the final say, whatever is done
with the referendum.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Yes.
essentially a question for

Tlon H. Stewart: A conference.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: A conference
of those who would be chosen hecanse of
their knowledge of the finanecial relations
hetween the Commonwealth and the States.
The auestion is too vast and complicated
for ordinary members of any of the Parlia-
ments to understand. The Premier of thi~
State, acting on the adviee of his financial
authorities, claims that the fignres put up by
the Commonwealth advisers are seriously at

This is
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variance with the exaet position. It would
be wiser for us fo have this guestion dealt
with by men who are trained in these mat-
ters, and who would represent all the difler-
ent States. 1In that way definite conclu-
sions could Dbe arrived at, under which we
would feel safer than if we were left to
the Yederal Parliament, in which there are
so many more members representing the
other States than there nre representatives
of the smaller States. Tt is very easy for
a blunder to creep into the Constitution, un-
der which we wmight suffer for many years.
In that way we would run the risk of leav-
ing ourselves open to a greater disability thaan
would be the case if the amendment were
adopted. We Lknow the difficnlties assoc-
iated with finaneing an enormous State such
as ours. Our people are nol in a position
to pay tribute to any great extent, and if
we were to Jose revenue from Customs and
Excise we would be in a parlons condition,
unless by any chance we had a government
in power that would say, “We will grant
¥you mueh more than you are getting under
the per capita payments.” There is no doubt
that the intention of Mr. Bruce is to give
us a higger proportion of monev, but we
shonld like to know that that was deelared
in some document. Otherwise we wounld be
entively at the merey of the Federal Govern-
meut. Perhaps that was the feeling the
Premiers had when they did not continoe the
recent conference in Meclbourne, and when
Mr. Bruee laid it down definitely that he
would not consider anvthing but the aboli-
tion of the per capita pavment.

Hon. J. Cornell: The Premiers did not
deal with Mr. Bruce; they dealt with Dr.
Page.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : There wns a de-
finile announcement from Mpr, Bruce that
he would not consider any other proposal.
I can ouite understand the Premiers with-
drawing from any further consideration of
the matter. The propnsal was not in keap-
ing with the understanding of the people
of the Commonwealth. Tt was intended hy
the framers of the Constitution that a por-
tion of the money derived from Custon~ and
Excise should go to the States for ail time.
T realise that alterations have to he made
every 10 vears hecause the population 1noves
from place tu place, and hecanse one Stale
might forge abead through works being
siatted, or new goldfields being diseovered,,
ot a sudden advance in some other direetion.
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In such circumstances the 23s. basis might
not he the best under whieh to make the
division of the revenue. [ do not
consider there is anything to prevent
what Dr. Page said would happen, that this
State, under the proposal of the Federal
Government would receive very muech more
than it was getting on the per capifa basis.
I am satisfied that if the Federal Govern-
ment. wish to give this State more they
should show greater earnestness and veadily
agree to the suggestions advanced by the
Disabilities Commission and the Tariff Board.
If the intention of the Federal Government
was to do more for this State they had
every opportunity to prove their earnest-
ness.

Hon. E. H. Barris: Which recornmenda-
tion of the Disabilities Commission do you
approve?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : The payment of
£450,000 a year.

Hon. E. H. Harris: You do nof approve
of the other two?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I am not anx- -

jous that we should take over the Customs,
which is one of the suggestions. The pay-
ment of £450,000 was in my opinion, the
best of the three recommendations. But I
am not competent to say which should be
agreed to; we should take all we ean get,
so that we might properly develop the vast
spaces that we have, The Federal sugges-
tion that they should withdraw from the
field of land and income taxation was very
quickly altered, and their next proposal was
that they should retire from that field of
taxation oniy to a certain extent, and that
they would still retain the right to impose
income tax on companies. That would be
most readily and cheaply collected. It is
the small accounts that take a good deal of
eollecting. It seems to me that the Federal
Government wish to withdraw enly from
those proposals which put them to consider-
able expense, and also put them in the posi-
tion of having to come directly into contact
with the electors from time to time, those
electors whose views would not be so ramp-
ant whenever there was a general election.
I do not wish to go into details respeeting
the various amounts of revenne we have re-
ceived for several years past by means of
taxalion, but I recognise that those men who
were instrumental in the early days in in-
“ducing the people to enter into the Federal
bond, viewed the matter in a big-minded

[COUNCIL.)

way. 1 cannot say that recent Govermmen
have retained that big-mindedness of t!
framers of the Constitution. 1 firmly believ
although we have been told to the contrar
that as far as Western Australia is co
cerned, we are hardly on the map, and th:
the Eastern States do not realise the bi
possibilities that exist here. 1f we only ba
a greater share of the revenue collected b
the Commonwealth, we would he able {
develop our resources and show to the re
of the Commonwealth that we were of son
importance. 1 am of the opinion that w
are paying in this State of primary produw
tion—we have to rely almost entirely upo
primary production--an enormous sum b
way of taxation, through the Customs,
sum for which we do net get eredit. It |
necessary for us in our developmental stag
to purchase all those articles that are neces
sary for primary production and on whie
higher and higher duties are alwayst bein
heaped. What ehanee ¢an we have with ou
primary industrirs when we know that th
products have to compete in the market
of the world? 1 hope that the House wil
agree to the amendment moved by Mr, Har
ris, but whichever resolution is agreed to i
will have the same bearing on these ques
tions, though the resolution sent to us b;
another place is not what we altogether de
sire. We shall do mueh better by agreein
to the amendment. It is not by way o
carping criticism that I am supporting it
bat with the full knowledge that it will I
better for us than the original motion.

HON. J. EWING (South-West) [5.15]
The amendment, I consider, does not L
the bill at all. 1 have a vivid recollectior
of what happened during the Prime Minis
tership of Mr. W. J. Hughes a good man)
years ago, when he desired to have a con.
vention of the smaller States and, by that
convention, arrive at something definite ou
the lines of the understanding when Federa-
tion was inangurated. Another place ap-
pointed a committee to aet in conjunction
with a committee from this House. We
held many meetings, received valuable ad-
vice from Mr, Owen, then Under Treasurer,
examined many withesses and took a Jot
of evidence, but the whole of our proposale
fell to the ground like a house of cards.

Hon. J. Cornell: That aimed at amend-
ing the Constitution; this does not.

Hon. J. EWING: Mr. Harris’s amend-
ment covers practically the same ground.
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1t would mean the Prime Minister's calling
u convention, attended by a certain number
of members from each State, and they
would go into the whole matter.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Where do you get
that ?

Hon. J. EWING: The object of the As-
sembly’s resolution, on the other hand, is to
affirm that no financial scheme should be
assented (o by the States ihat does not
provide for their receiving from the Com-
monwealth an annual payment of not less
than 23s. per head of population.

Hon, [J. Cornell: That is a tale.

Hon. J. EWING: 1t is a point of para-
wount importance to the State ab present.
1t is the fundamental principle of our finan-
cial relations with the Commonwealth., If
the amendment be ecarried, that prineiple
will be shelved, and we shall bave failed 1o
earry a reselution, in conjunetion with an-
other place, insisting upon the States re-
ceiving a certain rate of income from Cus-
toms and Excise revenue. The Chief See-
retary stated the case excellently from the
point of view of Western Australia, and 1
intend fo support him,

Hon. G. W. Miles: How Jo you accounl
for Sir James Mitchell having agreed to the
wiping out of the per capita payments when
he was Treasurer? ]

Hon. J. BWING : Sir James Mitchell
knows what is best for this Siate.

Hom G. W. Miles: If it was good at
that time, why not now?

Hon, J. EWING: Sir James Mitchell sees
fit to support the Premier m affirming the
system at present in vogue. The Preme.
has adopted a very sound attifude, one that
should receive the support nf this Hounse. T
should like to understand frowa vou, Mr. Pre-
sident, whether I shall be in order in speak-
ing to the question generallv. seeing that the
amendment covers practically the whole
of the question.

The PRESIDENT : T have refrained from
stating the amendmment from the Chair in
order that members might speak on the gues-
tion generally .

Hon. J. EWING: T hope that every mem-
ber will tgke advantage of this épportunity
to express his opinion on a gnestion so im.
portant as that involving onr finanecial rela-
tions with the Commonwealth. T realise that
most of the Premiers who attanded {he Con-
ferenre in Melbourne belong to the Lahon-
Party; in faet, only one—rhe Premier of
Vietoria—belonged to the ormosite politieal

camp, the Country Party. ‘'he guestion of
abolishing the per capita payments, however.
is a non-party one. We should all be imbued
with a desire to do what is hest in the in-
terests of the State as well as of the Com-
monwealth. Soitne members have been told
that they have been parochiri in the views
they have expressed regarding federaticn.
Perhaps I would not adopt the Chief Sec-
retary’s reference to the Federal vulture
swooping down upon the State chickens,
but the Minister was certainly justified in
speaking strongly about our experience at
the hands of the Federal authorities. I have
not been able io determine what M~ Cornel!
intends to do.

Hon. J. Cornell: Tn that voun do not stand
alone, '

Hon. J. EWING: He did not say whether
he was in favour of a continuation of the
per ecapitz payments. or what should be
done though he hd evlogise Mr. Bruee and
members of the Federal Government. 1, too,
can honestly appreciate their work during
the few years they have presided over the
destinies of the ( ommonwealth:, but it is not
necessary to do so at this stage. Mr. Seddon
snbmitted a somewhat peenliar proposal.
He sugmested that the question should be
determined on an area hasis, &od in support
of his proposal quoted the Federal aid roads
srant that has been approvel by the Federal
Parliament. The anomalies that would arise
if an area basis were adopted make the hon.
member's proposal oo ridieulous for words.
He told us that under an area allocation New
South Wales would receive from the Com-
monwealth a revenue of one million pounds,
while Western Anustralia would get two
million pounds.

Hon. H. Seddun: What is wrong with
that ¢

Hon. J. EWING: Tt would be all right
if it were practicable or reasonable, but it
is mot. T appland the hon. member for trying
to get as mueh as possible fnr Western Auvs-
tralia.

Hon. H. Seddon: Have not the Federal
anthorities recoznised the aren principle®

Hon. J. EWING: That is all right in its
application to main roads, but it could not
he anplied generslly. The hon. member must
surely realise that if sneh a o oposition were
submitted to the Federal Parliament, it wonld
he lanched ont of the House.

Hon. H. Seddon: Although they have al-
ready admitted the principle ¢

Hon. J. EWING: That is » different thine.
Tt certainly would not apply i1 the same way
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here. Tasmania, under tne hon. member’s
propesal, would receive £400,000 or £300,000.
Such a proposifion cannot be considered for
a moment, If we wish t¢ have our proposals
considered, we must submit something prac-
ticable. 1 was pleased to hear that Mr. Sed-
don appreciates the great ba'ance of trade
i favour of the Eastern States and against
Western Australia.

Hon. J. Cornell:
alter all that.

Hon. J. EWING: I hope so. I wonld
support any member who could devise a
practical scheme that would obtain for this
State a couple of million pounds. Dr. Saw
pointed out how serivus it would be for this
State to undertake to raise hy taxation the
money that would be necessary if the per
capita grant were withdrawn. He made an
excellent speech and one that was good for
Western Australians to hear. I am heartily
in aceord with him in saying that we should
do nothing, directly or indirectly, to sever
the Federal bond. All our diffieculties and
troubles can be overcome without secession,

Hon. H, Seddon: Are you in favour of
a separate tariff?

Hon, J. EWING: Yes, but the hon.
member knows that that is not practicable,
either. If we could get control of the tariff
for 25 years, it would undouotedly be a fine
thing for Western Australia, but members
know it is impossible. Every anthority is
agreed upon that, and it 's therefore unneces-
sary to discuss that phase of the question. 1
was rather disappointed with Sir Williain
Lathlain, especially after the excellence of
his initial speeeh in this Howse. He seemed
to take an absolutely conservative and Fed-
gral view. He arcued that, aithough desir-
in.e to do evervithing possible to uphold fed-
eration, we must leave to the Federal Gov-
ernment the righl to deeide what we shall live
LIRRLINI

ITon. J. R. Brown: Rof!

Hon. J, EWING : The hon. memher seererd
to wet quite astray in his argoments. [
nnderstood him to say that the evils from
whiehh Western .Australia wa. suffering weve
of our own creation.

TTon. Sir William T.athlain:
7 them.

Ton. J. Cornell:
imaginary,

Hon., J. EWTING: T do not know of anv
evils that are traceable to the neople of this
State.

Hon. 8ir William Lathlain:
the State trading conecerns?

Group scitlement will

T said some

And a Wt of them are

What abont

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. J. EWING: There is the agitatio
for secession, Lt it has a very small follow
ing, We as a people are endeavouring 1
do what is right towards federntion. At th
same time the people are justified in main
taining the rights of the Siate. When th
Federal Constitution was framed, provisio
was made for a Senate to guard State rights
but I de not think that members of the Sen
ate have guarded the rights of the States t
any extent. It is a fact that a Bill was in
trodueed into the Federal Parliament hav
ing for its object the abolition of the pe
capita payments. That Bill was with
drawn only because of the outery agains
it from every State of the Commonwealth
Still, I am of opinion that had that Bil
been presented to the House of Representa
tives and to the Senate, it would have beer
passed.

Hon. J. Cornell:
to make.

Hon. J. EWING: [ am merely expressiug
my opinion, The Federal Government are
so strong that they could have foreed through
anything they desired. T do not like to see
partienlarly strong Goveruments, beeause it
is possible for them to do something that is
not in the interests of the States or the Com-
monwealth. There would be so much in-
fluenee, as it were, brought to bear on mem-
bers that they would vote in fuvour of the
Bill in the ‘House of Representatives and
also, 1 regret to say, in the Secnate. Par-
linments ave elected for three years, and
many things are done by (fovernments n
power, some of them possibly against the
pledges given at the elections. Yet Minis-
ters eannot he dealt with until another clee-
tton comes along. Thercfore sneh a matter
as this should be considered most carefully
by the electors lLefore they arrive at any
conelusion.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Ave yvou advoealing
the right of recall?

Hon., J. EWING: Ny, I have never done
that, and will never do it. Sir William
Tathlain eritiised the Premters who  at-
tended the eonference. This is a non-party
question, but [ may vpoint out that five of
the TPremieis were Talonr Premiers amid
that the sixth, the Vietorian, was a Country
Party man. In my humble opinion, having
rezard to the manner in which the matter
was put up to them by the Prime Minister
of Australia and Dr. Earle Page, the Pre-
miers were quite richt to et away from the
position in which they found themselves.

That is a bold assertior
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Some members appear to think the Premiers
should have discussed all the pros and cons
of the matter. While no man has a higher
appreciation of the present Federal Minis-
fry than I have, I must say that if the Pre-
miers had gone into the conference and
wrangied over the Coustitution and over
what this or that meant, the question itself
would never have been touched. The best
course was to arouse the people to the ser-
iousness of the position, and thercafter ygo
into conference. That bas been =uggested
by M. Harris., Yesterday Sir William
Lathlain slightly misled nie.

Hon. E. H. Harris: You are not casily
misled.

Hon. J. EWING: Sir William Lathlain
said that the revenue of the Commenwealth
was 3% millions,

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: 1 said that
Customs and Execise revenue amounied to
39 millions.

Hon. J. EWING: The hon. member might
have mentioned, in addition, that the tev-
enue totalled 66 millions. Further, Sir
William said that the Commonwealth debt
was over 400 millions and that the war had
been financed by the Federal Government,
For alf that, there is no oceasion for them
to lake up the position they are taking up
now. The hon. member said the Federal
Government were sacrificing as mueh as the
States were asked {o sacrifice.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: That is so.

Hon. J. EWIXG: One has oniy to go into
the case in a «mall way to find out that that
is not se. Not many members have spoken
in favour of the Assembly’s resolution;
thevy seem rather to be in favour of sowe
form of conference. 1 hope the House will
make up its mind what it wanis to recom-
mend. Twenty-five yvears have elapsed since
the inanguration of Federation, and ;iuost
of us ean cast back our memories over that
period. We cvan eall to mind what orvigin-
ated Federation. The very first wove war
made in Victoria by a select commiitee ap-
pointed at the instanee of Sir Charles Gavan
Duffy. That seleet committee fuliv ap-
proved of Federation being consummated ns
speedily as possible. New South Wales in
1857 also appointed a seleet comunittee,
which backed up the Vietorian committee’s
reeommendation.

Mcember: Tn what year was the Vietorian
committee appointed?
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Hon. J. EWING: Sir Charlez Gavan
Duffy again moved in 1860, but again failed.
It was not until Sir Henry Parkes took up
the maiter and called a eonference of Pre-
miers that anything of a practieal nature
was done. I am a New South Welshman,
and I knew Sir Henry ’arkes well. He was
a great patriot and a great statesman.
His point of view in advoeating Federation
was largely sentimental. It was about his
period that he used in Melbourne the phrase,
“The crimson thread of kinship runs
through us all.,” Sir Henry Parkes believed
that the people of Australia were part of
the people of the British Ewmpire and that
ihrough the medium of Federation they
should he joined to the Empire mure elosely.
Henee his sentiment régarding “the crimson
thrend of kinship.” )

Hon. J. E. Dodd: There was not much
of that sentiment on the question of the
Federal capital being in New South Wales.

Hon. J. EWIXNG: | sbkall eome to that.
However, it was not through Siv Henry
Pdarkes that the Federal capital went to
New South Wales. The sentiment of kin-
ship permeates the people of the whole
Commonwealth t{o-day. I do not believe
that in any State of the Commoanwealth,
and especinlly not in Western Australia, is
there any wish to secede.  Australians have
the history of the world before ihem, and
know all abont the ecivil wars of the past.
Still, there are in this State people posi-
tively erving out for secession. Although
I am about to criticise some of the actions
of the Federal Government and of those
who have represented ws in the Commen-
wealth Parliament without fully sufeguard-
ing our inferests, it cannot be said T am
adopting an attitude favourable to seces-
sion. The powers granted under the Fed-
eral Constitution are ereat. Tt contains 39
articles, each of which iz of material im-
portance to the nation. n my younver
days, when the Federal referendwmins were
being taken, it was clearly horne in on my
mind that the ohjeet of Federationm wa- to
ereate a nation, and that the members of
the Federal Parliament would do only na-
tional work. That national work it was
understood, was to comprise principally the
enactment of a nniform tariff. military and
naval affairs, the management of the prst
office, lighthouses, and quarantine.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: You are
wrong. The chief object was tn zet the

eoldfields market of Western Amstralia.
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- Hon. J. EWING: The hon. member inter-

Jjecting knows much more about the maticr
than I do. At all evenis, we furcsaw the
making of a great Australian nation, hut in
the making of that nation we did not desire
the disintegration of ihe integral paris of
the Avstralian community as then existing.
About 1910 the Federal Government bezan
to interfere with the Siates by imposing a
land tax.

Hon. J. Cornell: They were given abso-
lute power to tax land.

Hon. J. EWING: They would have been
perfectly right in imposing a lund tax if
they did not interfere with the States in
doing so. But they did interfere with the
States. The main item of Commonwealih
interference, however. has been with the
State Savings Bank: Western Australia
had a savings bank of its own, and the
funds of that institution were alwayvs under-
stood to be cheap money available for the
development of the State. Then the Fed-
eral Government established a savings bank
of their own which took away abont half
the finance from the State institution. For
what purposes the TFederal Government
used the money so obtained, J do not know.
Certainly their action in this respect was
not marked hy a Federal spirit. TUnder
Section 87 of the Federal Constifution it
wag provided that for the first 10 years
three-fourths of the Customs and Exeise
revenue of the Commonwealth should he re-
turned to the Stafte, with any surplus. It
is a erying shame that the Federal Govern-
ment have practically abolished, through the
High Court, the Surplus Revenne Aet. No
doubt surplus Federal revenne iz being used
for good purposes: buf «till the refention
of that money is an ahsolute contradirtion
of the Federal Constitulion. Tt arose simply
beecanse in that Constitution the word “mayv”
wag used, and not “must.” If the surplns
revenue had been handed over to the States
in the proper way, that would have been
far betier. At present the accumulation of
surplas revenne amonnts to ahout ten
millions sterline. No doubt the monev is
heing nsed for the payment of military

. pengions, old-age pensions. and other la-
hilities: but we could easily manage thove
things ourselves, and manage them quite as
well a5 the Commonwealth does. The mae-
nitude of the progress which the Common-
wealth has made is evident from the fact
that in 1901 the revenue was abont 11
millions, while to-day it is 66 millions.
Progress at the rate of two millions a year
is indeed prosress. Practicallv all the in-

[COUNCIL)

crease of revenue lws come through ihe
Customs. Now | vome to the proposal that
i3 so much in the minds of the people not
only of Western Australia, but of the whole
ot Australia, at the present moment. 1 re-
fer to the proposal regarding the per
capita payment. 1 have heard members
say that the provision as to return of ('us-
toms and Execise revenue ought to have been
in the Constitution. However, I have not
vet heard any member say that that was
urged when the lrst reterendum on the sub-
ject of Federation was taken, in 1898. The
States that participated in that referendum
were New South Wales, Victoria, South
Anstralia, and Tasmania. Neither Queens-
land nor Western Australia had become
partners in the Federation at that time. In
the Constitution when that referendum was
taken, the provision was that three-fourths
of the revenue from Custeoms and Fxeise
should be paid to the States for all time.
That was what was in the minds of the
frameis of the Constitution. There can be
no question about that.

Hon. J. Cornell: What was in the minds
of the people? They voted it oni!

Hon. J. EWING: The hon. member is
wrong. They did not vote it out. It was
carried by a majority of almost two to one.

Hon. G. W. Miles: What about the later

vote?

Hon. J. EWING: On the oceasion T
refer to the voting was: WFor, 219,712;
azainst, 108,363, or a majority for of
111.:349.  That gave an indieation of what

the penple of Australia thought of the ques-
tion.

Hon. J. Cornell: The vote showed what
some of the people in some parts of* Aus-
iralia decided.

Hon. J. EWING: Does the hon. member
say that the people of Western Australia
and Queensland would not have voted in
the same wayv had those States joined Federa-
tion then?

Hon. J. Cornell: I am not a prophet.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Until they got that,
there was no hope of federating.

Hon. G. W. Miles: What happened in
1900%

Hon. J. Cornell: Yes, tell ns what hap-
pened then.

Hon. J. EWTING: T am letting the people
know what was in the minds of the framers
of the Constitution and what the people of
the Commonwealth in those days thought
was the posifion. At that stage, four of
the States of the Commonwealth affirmed
the principle of three-fourths of the Cus-
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toms and Excise duties being handed over
to the States for all time,

Hoa. J. Nicholson: That was before Fed-
eration was accomplished.

Hon, J. EWING: That was at the refer-
endum in 1898,

Hon. G. W. Miles: Now tell us what hap-
pened at the other referendum.

Hon. J. EW,ING: The hon. member must
not get exeited! We should discuss this
question in a calm, dispassionate manner.
It shonld be our endeavour to effect some
good in the interests of the people of West-
ern Australia. Surelv it is a fair thing to
gay that what was in the minds of the
people and of the framers of the original
Constitotion was indieated by the rTesult
of the vote 1 have referred to. We all
know that when an Aet of Parliament
comes before a judge for consideration, he
endeavours to find out what was in the
minds of members of PParliament wheo
passed the Aet. Often judges read the
pages of “Hansard’' from beginning 1o enl
in order to ascertain what was in the minds
of hon. members when they framed a cer.
tain law.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is news to wme,

Hon. J. EWING : Does not tha hon.
member know that?

Hon, J. Nicholson: They do nothing of
the sort.

Hon. J. EWING: I say they do, even if
it means coniradicting the hon. member,
who is a lawyer. Tf a judge is tied up on
a particular question and does not know
exactly what an Act means, he turns, as
any decent sort of man who wanted to
know the fruth would do, to the pages of
“Hansard’' to ascertain what hon. mem-
bers had in mind,

Han, J. Cornell: God help them if ther
do!

Hon. J. Nicholson: Judges would read
the statute and try to interpret it.

Hon. J. EWING: They could do that
only by reading ‘‘Hansard’’ and ascertain-
ing what members of Parliament meant
when dealing with that Aet.

Hon, J. E. Dodd: The hon. member will
admit it was a good job that the provision
he has been discussing was not in the Con-
stitution.

Hon. J. EWING: T have not said that.
I have tried to point out what was in the
minds of the framers of the original Con-
stitution. In order to do that I have done
just what a jndge would do. if he were
placed in the position I have suggested.
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Hon. ;. W. }Miles: Under your eonten-
tion the Commonwealth Parliament wonld
have had to come to the States to finance
them during the war! Is that a proper
position for a national Parliament to be in?

Hon. J. EWING: I have not said any-
thing about the war.

Hon., G. W. Miles: It is just as well, as
Mr, Dodd interjected, that the provision
was not included in the Constitution.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I must ask
hon. members to allow Mr. Ewing to pro-
eeed.

Hon. J, EWING: Tf hon. members will
take the tronble to inquire, they will ascer-
tain that the position is as I have suggested.
1f any hon. member can show me that I am
wrong, I will withdraw 1y statement.
Although a wmajority of the people voting
endorsed the referendum proposals, the
vote in New South Wales was not large
enongh to enable it to be legally enacted.
1f the people of New South Wales had
voted on that oceasion as they did when
the second referendum was held, the pro-
posal for the return fo the States of three-
fourths of the Customs and Excise duties,
would be in the Constitution to-day. Great
difficulty was experienced in getting New
Sonth Wales into line. When the refer-
endum was taken, the then Premier of New
South Wales, the late Sir George Reid,
than whom no more astute man has partici-
paied in the publie life of the Common-
wealth, availed himself of the opportunity
to do something for New South Wales.

Hon. J. Coraell: If you really under-
stand the position, you wrongly ebarge him.

Han. T. TWING: T understand it. [
know the hon. member cannot argue with
mes brt nevertheless I would like to hear
bis explanation. I trust I am dealing with
it trathfully. Sir George Reid wante!
something for New South Wales that
would represent an inducement to th=
people and influence their votes in favour
of Federation. Aecordingly he took steps
to have a conference convened and it was
held in Melbourne towards the end of 1898,
At that eathering Sir (eorgce Reid
succeeded in having the site for the future
Federal capital fixed within the borders of
New Soulh Wales. To-day we know that
the Federal Government are spending huge
sums of money in building the capital cilv,

Hon. G. W. Miles: It 1s a pity that was
not done 25 vears ago. Had it been done.
we would have had a different poliey for
Australia.
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Hon. J. EWING: It was atso aerced to
" alter the proposals regarding the Customs
and Execise duties. The people were pre-
pared to do almost anything in order to
get New Sounth Wales into the Federation.
At the second referendum the inerease in
favour in the States was most pro-
nounced, although it was not so marked in
New Sonth Wales. An amendment was
made to the Constitution that had previ-
ously heen affirmed by a majority in four
of the States, with the resnlt that the ten-
year period, over which the payments were
to be made, was fixed.

Hon. J. Cornell: And the people ap-
proved of it. .

Hon. J. EWING: Tt was the only wax
they could get New South Wales to join
the Commonwealth! That is the only
reason why that provision finds a plaece in
the Constitution. TIn these ecirecumstances,
ean hon, members say that it was not in
the minds of the people and of the framers
of the Constitution to have the original
proposal included in the Constitgtion? At
the second referendum the voting was:
For, 377,988 ; against, 140,386, or & majority
in favour of 237,602. Thus the increased
vote in favour of the propesals was practi-
cally double that of the earlier vote. New
South Wales got what her people desired,
and secured the elimination of a provision
from the Constitation that would have
represented a great advantage to the people
of Western Australia had it been retained.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Well, we must get
it back.

Hon. J. FWIX(: T have already referred
to the statement made by Sir William
TLathlain that the Federal Government were
making a sacrifice in order to grant a ¢on-
eession to Western Australia. | Their offer
really means a loss to the State of £180,000.
From one standpoint, the money we are
offered amounts to only £375,000, and thus
we lose on the original amount it was
sugerested Western Australia should re-
cerve.

Hon. Sir William TLathlain: T admitted
that.

Hon. J. EWING : The Federal Govern-
ment offered £330,000 for the vear, of
which amounnt £152,000 is continzent upon
Western Anstralia agreeing to hand «v-
the North-West to the Federal Govern-
ment,

Hon. V. Hamersley: They want fo buy
!

[COUNCIL.]

llon. .J. EWING: In view of the obliga-
tions enst- wpon the people of this State,
from the standpoint of taxation alone, it is
up to the I'ederal Giovernment to relieve the
people of mueh of that burden, partievlarly
in view of the Fact that each year the sur-
plus revenue received by the Commonwealth
Government  has  represented  £2,500,000,
They have done something along those lines,
but 1 do not see any necessity whatever
for the proposal that Western Australia
should give up its valuable heritage at the
suggestion of the IMederal authorities, The
North is a valuable asset and represents
something tangible. I agree with the econ-
tention of Sir Edward Wittenoom when he
dealt with this peint, and T will give him
every support. 1 appreciate the fact that
the issuc vegarding the tariff cannot be set-
tled in this House, but we can vse our in-
fluence gutside the Chamber. Our Federal
members have fought to get a redoetion, but
have not succeeded, hecause Australia is a
protectionist eountry, Western Auwstralia,
therefore, is adversely affceted because we
have to. huy our manufactured goods from
the Fastern States, There is much falk
about the development of our natural re-
sources. Mr. Cornell interjected with refer-
enee to ihe group seftlement scheme, and
T am glad to know that he and other hon.
members are becoming impressed with the
idea that the scheme will succeed, and that
the interests of the State will he advanced
accordingly. That resnlt is heing achieved
and I hope it will proceed at a more rapid
pace than is evidenced at present. * All our
industries require development, and in the
eourse of time Western Australia will grad-
ually overcome the diffienlties and will be-
come the most important part of the Com-
monwealth, When that day arrives Western
Australiz will receive greater consideration
than she gets to-day. Hon. members have
offen said that land settlement and primary
production will bring in their wake the es-
tablishment of seeondary industries. It is
realised that in Vietoria and New BSonth
Wales, and to a certain extent in South Ans-
tralia, large populations have been brilt up
with the result that they henefit considerably
from the per eapita payments. On the other
hand we are told that Western Australia
does not get a fair deal hecanse of its small
population. What will happen, however,
in ten or 20 vears’ time when our land has
hecome mare Tully developed and our see-
ondary industries flrmly established. Tn
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these days will our position not be corres-
pondily improved by virtue of the increased
per capita payments? We are getfing some
£560,000 in per capita payments, and that
will be added to materially if in the course
of the next few years we can increase our
population by 40,000 per annnm. If we can-
not do that, we are going to do very little
for Western Australia. As we develop our
industries, we shall have our population in-
creasing by at least 40,000 per annum,
Hon. C. F. Baxter: I hope you are right.

Hon, J. EWING: T am sarve I am right,
This State is going to make the greatest
development of all the States.

Hon. V. Hamersley: When you say
40,000, are you referring to sheep or to
people?

Hon. J. EVWING: To people, of course.
If we get an inerease of 40,000 per annum
over a period of 10 years we shall
liave an increase in the per capita pay-
ments of well over half a million, which
means that we shall then be getting
£1,000,000 per annum instead of the present
half & million. The Chief Secretary is
langhing, perhaps af my suggestion of an
increase of 40,000 people per annum; but
let him just consider the room there is for
development in his own distriet. T am not
indulging in any exaggeration.

Hon. H. Seddon : Ounr population has
net inereased by 40,000 sinee 1900.

Hon. J. EWING: Well, let us see about
increasing it by 40,000 each year. It will
be a strange thing to me if we do not achieve
that increase within the next few years.

Hon. H. Seddon: I think you are in the
clouds.

Hou. J. EWING: No, I am not. 1 can-
vot believe that this country is going to
stagnate for the next 10 years. Every per-
son coming into the State means an increase
in the per capita payments to ns. I say we
are bound to get our populatior: in course
of time, and that whatever our inerease may
be it is certain to be a big increase. Sir
William Lathlain said we did not do our-
selves justice.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: T zaid nothing
of the sort. I said we blamed Federation
for the whole of our evils, and that we said
nothing ahout the evils we had created our-
selves, .

Hon. J. EWING: T do not think we have
created many. At all events, these proposals
are going to hurt us materially.
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Hon. E. H. Gray: Especially if the pre-
sent Government remain in office.

Hon. J. EWING: This is a non-party
question, VWhatever Government may be
in office, if they do not do their duty, the
result will be ag I have stated. Dr. Earle
Page said this question had no bearing upon
unification. However, I say that everything
whittled away from the State leads towards
unification. As we are weakened hy the in-
roads of the Commonwealth, we shall suffer
as a Btate, and so in a short time we shall
hecome a mere vassal of the Commonwealth.
T support the vigorous national poliey that
the Federal Government have carried out,
but T ask them now to stav their hand and
rot interfere with the ureat Auvstvalian
States. Let us hecome a united and pros-
perous people, and wot lose our sovereign
rights as States.

On motion by Chief Secretarv, debate ad-
journed.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READINGS.
1, Federal Aid Roads Agreement.
2, Agricultural Bank Act Amendment.

Received from the Assembly and read
a first time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Tenth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. W.J, MANN (South-West) [6.10]:
Let me at the outset express my apprecia-

tion of the kindly words that have fallen

from all the previous speakers and from
others within the precinets of the House.
It ie only natural that one entering an aug-
ust body such as this for the Hrst time,
should feel a little strange. T can assure
members that the welcome they have ex-
tended to me and to the other new members
has tended to remove one’s embnrrassment
and set up in its place a sense of easiness.
Then, Sir, I should like to congratolate
you on your elevation to the President’s
Chair. As one who has known you in other
walks of life for a good many years, I feel
that the office is one you have justly eamned,
and one in the possession of whieh youn are
but reaping a reward for services rendered
to the House and to the State over a long
period of years, services rendered disinter-
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estediy and for the betterment of all classes
and sections of the people. In this relation
I wish to extend ta you a message I received
in a letter this afternoon from the execeutive
and members in Sydney of the Australasian
Provincial Press Association, econveying the
congratulations of 900 newspaper friends in
the Commonwealth and in New Zealand.
Previous speakers have dealt exhaustively
with the guestion of finanee, and it would
hardly beecome me as a new member to at-
tempt to cover any of the ground they have
gone over. Consequently I propose to direet
attention to other more or less important
things in respect of which, perhaps, I have
a little greater knowledge. I was pleased
to read in the Speech the paragraph relat-
ing to migration. I believe the future of
the State is bound up in the efforts being
made or about to be made to populate the
State as quickly as possible. It was sug-
gested by, I think, Mr. Potter, that I should
deal with the subjeet of group settlement.
It is but fair that as a preliminary I should
congratulate the Minister for Lands upon
his reecent speech on this subjeet. It was
perhaps the best speech the Minister has
made on group settlement, and it covered
almost the whole of the ramifications of the
seheme.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon, W. J. MANN: Before tea I was re-
ferring to the able speech delivered by the
Minister for Lands on group settlement, I
read it most carefully, beecanse I believed
that the time was opportune when some
fairly extensive statement should be made
upoun the subject. I often wonder how many
people in the State fully visualise what the
scheme means. I have also wondered how
many grasp the-faet that group settlement
is not only a scheme designed to people the
State, but that it is baving the effect of
bringing to cur shores many persons whe
are mostly eity bred, and have spent prac-
tically all their time in the great cities of
the Old Country but are now being rural-
ised and turned into producers on the soil.
Many of these persons have not the haziest
idea of agriculture. I do not know what
was in the minds of those who first launched
this scheme, but the problems created by the
introduction of these people have been
great. For many years I have lived in the
South-West, and in that portion of the

[COUNCIL.]

State where there are now 50 groups. I
have had an opportunity of coming closely
into touch with many of these new settlers.
Amongst them T have met men from all
callings in life. Some of them are middle-
aged, and are endeavouring for the first time
to take up this new industry. The radius
from swhich they are drawn is very extensive.
I have met amongst them a master of mod-
ern languages, a master of arts of Edin-
burgh, an ex-manager of a Bradford tex-
tile mill, ex-bank managers, bank clerks,
London policemen, firemen, tram conductors,
and in one case a man who had been a dress
designer. Another man prided himself on
having for many years earned his living as a
pugilist. These are the types of men
who are in the groups. I do not suggest
that all these men are unsuitable for the
work. Many of them have grit and deter-
mination. In the aftermath of the war they
have been squeezed out of employment,
or suffered adversity. Because they
have had a little plueck and determination
they have come fo Anstralia to go on the

.land. Not many people realise that in the

2,246 new farms established wunder the
scheme there is almost an equal number of
problems, moest of which are minor but some
very big, It is impossible to ereate farms
on the principle of mass production in the
motoring industry. Each vehiele in that in-
dustry is a replica of its predecessor, and
all the ears are carefully designed and pro-
duced by machinery, which cannot err to
the thousandth part of an inch. In group
settlement I am afraid that there has
been a tendency on the part of those in
control, perhaps nnconsciously, to endeavour
to apply the principle of mass production
to tlie settlers. While this is a very desirable
thing in respect of motor cars, in the mat-
ter of group settlement, where flesh and
blood and the personal equation enter very
largely, the propoesition is entirely different.
Mr, Potter referred to the psychology of the
groups. That is a good term, and expresses
what I have been endeavouring to convey,
namely, that this side of the personal eyua-
tion must be taken into consideration if the
scheme is to prove a success. Those whe
are inclined to eriticise gronp seitlement
hardly realise how great are the problems.
On scores of occasions men have expressed
a desire that I should take them over the
groups for a couple of days. Most people
think the groups are so many farms seat-
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tered over. a small portion of the South-
West. As a fact the groups are scattered
over an srea half the size of Vietoria. Be-
cnuse of this they embrace different classos
ol country and reguire different wanage-
ment.  Members may gather an idea of the
extensiveness of the area comprised by the
scheme from the faet that if thyy started
to go round the groups on the 1st January,
and devoted each of the 365 days until
December 31st to interviewing six settlers on
their holdings, on the last day of the year
ithere would still be some they had not seen.

Hon. J. M. Maecfarlane: That is, assmning
they were all accessible?

Hon., W. J. MANN: Yes. There would
still be 30 or 40 settlers to be seen. This
statement should creatc a group atmosphere
in the Chamber, and enable members te
visuslise the magnitude of the undertaking.
Despite the many mistakes and disabilities
that were to be expected, group settlement
has made steady progress. There have been
o precedenis on which the work counld be
tounded, and by which the pitfalls that were
encountered could have been svoided. I be-
lieve with all my heart that group settlement
will succeed. The length of time that will
elapse before their effectivencss can be seen
in its fullest sense will depend upon the
poliey that is followed in the future. Group
settlement has always appeared to me as be-
ing made up of three phases. The first phase
is that of clearing, or the preparatory stage;
the second is that of cropping and produe-
tion; and the third is the arketing stage.
The first stage, with respect to most of the
groups, is practically eompleted. The sec-
and, and most imporfat, stage is now being
entered upon. It demands the very greatest
care and attention because production is go-
ing to be the key to the whole position.

Hon. J. M. Maecfarlune: And the per-
sonal eguation will come Into it more thuan
anything else.

Hon. W. J. MANN: I quite agree. The
marketing stage, we need not worry about
very much just now because we shall he
fully occuapied in overtaking our own re-
quirements. That in itself will oceupy several
vears. Therefore I hope the Government will
do what is necessary to concentrate on the
question of production alons right lines. In
the past, groap seftlement has been con-
trolled by an advisory board headed, in the
first place, by Sir James Mitchell and later
by Mr. Angwin. T was pleased to hear Mr.
Qlasheen refer to Sir James Mitehell as o
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statezniam and 1 fully coneur. In regard to
seoup settlement [ place AMr, Angwin in
the same categury. Doth those gentlemen
have been and are still imbued with the
ambition tu wmake lund settlement a dis-
tinet suceess, and io their efforts have aec-
complished wonderful work. I wish it to be
clearly understood that any eriticism I may
have to offer regarding the Advisory Board
is offered merely as my own opinion.
I have the greatest vegard for the gentle-
men eomprising that board. EBach is an
expert in his own line. With the Minister,
they have feshioned the machinery that has
been created to carry on gronp settlements.
I am not, however, of the opinion held by
the Minister for Lands tkat in the stage upon
which we are mow entering the Advisory
Board as a hoard is the best method we can
have to contrel the groups. I know that
the Minister is verv proud of the Advisory
Board and that he will not listen to a word
against it. 1 honour him for that. One
of my chief objections to the board
is that it is out of touch with the group
settler. It is quite impossible for the mem-
bers of it who reside in Perth and who de-
vote only a small portion of their time to
group work, to be thoronghly conversant with
what is being done. Each of these officers is
connected with other phases of departmental
work and it cannot be expacted of them in
the brief time that they are able to give to
the work of the groups, that they can be
familiar with everything thai is taking place.
They may take the problems that arise and
arrive at a deecision as to the best means of
overcoming them, but they are so far away
that they are unable to see for themselves the
actual effect of their decisions. T believe that
the whole of the energies of the Group Settle-
ment Department from now on must be

concentrated in  assisting the new set-
tlers to produce ecrops. That is what
the land was taken up for. A man
on a block must become a journey-

man farmer. His ferm of apprenticeship
shonld be as brief as possible and be should
receive tnition in the higher branches so that
he may be able to put that knowledge into
effect and later roceive some reward for
what he has done. In a great many cases
group seitlers have cleared sufficient land
to enable them to make a wood start. It
should be the department’s duty to see that
every acre cleared is placed under enltiva.
tion. 1 am sorry to say that has not been
done. T have had not one, but many com-
plaints from settlers that their land
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which has been eleared for 12 or 18 months
and even two vears, remains unploughed.
A complaint of that deseription was
made to me quite recently., [t is wrong
and it is stultifying the idea of group settle-
ment if you are to allow the land to be
cleared and then permit il to remain un-
ploughed and find the serub growing up
again. The Government should sce that
every acre cleared is put under ciop of some
deseription and a return obtained from it.
There are many group seitlers who are
anxious Lo receive tuition, Only a fort-
night ago a man from one of the
eroups in the Margaret River area,
an estimable man who had taken up land
with two sons and who eame to this State
with a little money, told me that he had
worked hard and carnestly and had made
guite a little show place of his block. He
said—to nse his own words—T feel that we
are reaching a dead-end. I did not know
very much about agriculture when T came
here, but I have endeavoured to learn; I
feel I am a little bit too old but T want the
boys to learn. I have taught the boys all
I can teach them and T feel that someone
should come along and give us some gnid-
ance as to how we are going to veap a re-
ward from our labours of the past.” Up
to date the department have done very little
in that direction. They have had a svs-
tem of group foremen, senior foremen,
and field supervisors. The group foremen
generally are a very good tvpe, hut not
always practical farmers. They are very
good men at clearing perhaps, with a small
knowledge of mixed farming, but hardly
sufficient to be able to give a settler the in-
formation he should have. The senior fore-
men are mostly on the road conferring with
the foremen on the groups. 'The field sup-
ervisors have to cover hig areas like Man-
jimup, Northeliffe, Pemberton and Busselton,
Margaret River, and Augusta.  Fach has
one of the three eroup districts and his time
is largely taken up with offiee work and
occasionally racing out perhaps to settle a
dispute or a problem at a partieular gronp.
It will be seen that because of the lack of
officers who ean zive the settlers the tunition
lhat ther want, there has been some lan-
euishing. T have urged the appointment of
lIocal advisory heards, my idea heing that
they should not be too unwieldy. T sneegest
that three men who had made good from
serateh on land in the South-West should
ronstitnte a loeal committee. T wonld have
nien who are familiar with local conditions
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and who have made a suecess of their own
farms, men who can be depended upon to
vontinually move amongst the group set-
tlers, and give such adviee as will enable
them to become successful. ‘The Minister
has not been too sympathetic towards the
idea of advisory committees, but 1 am glad
to think that althouzh he does not agree
with my contention that local committees
would be of great advantage to him and
would lessen his work and help the scheme
along considerably, he has quite recently,
I believe, made a rearrangement, modelled
somewhat on the lines that I have suggested.
Three controllers the to be appointed, one
for the 1’cel Estate, one for the Margaret
River-Augusta and  Busselton  distriefs
and the other tor the Manjimup-Pember-
ton area, 1 understand it is the Min-
ister’s idea to appoint another man under
each of these controllers to get out amongst
the settlers and render assistanee on the
lines that I have been urging in the past.
That is getting a long way on the track that
1 have advocated, and T am hgpeful that
the Minister will yet see that the suggestion
regarding loeal assistanece will prove of
great advantage to him. T hope that in
selecting men to be senf out amongst the
group settlers, he will he eareful to choose
men with an unquestioned record of agri-
cultural work. There are too many men
wandering around the country who profess
to be successful agrieulturists when they
have been little more than what T mayv de-
seribe as suecessful failures.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: When they have
been failures, they have been made foremen.

Hon. W. J. MANN: The proposal to
appoint a controller in each area must make
for the advancement of the scheme. Tt is
decentralisation, and it is following the lines
that the Agricultural Bank trustees have
found it wise to adopt. At one time Lthe
Agrienltural Bank had the whole of its
records and did the whole of its business
in the metropolis, hut now there are
branches in the country disiricts where
records are kept and much of the local work
is being done. I do not wish to belittle the
efforts of the advisory committee in any
respect, but the more local condrol and local
administration that can be adopted for
group settlement, the better will he the
chance of success and the quicker will sue-
cess be achieved. It was suggested that T
might have something to say on the ques-
tion of the limitation of advances. T do
not wish to take up the time of the House
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with a survey of the administrative aets of
the department or & recital of the many
ideas that have heen advanced for the work-
ing of pgroup settlements. I- believe the
Government’s action, which made necessary
the issue of that now famous or infamous
circular No. S8—limitation of advancez—
was one of the most serious, if not the most
serious, of the blunders perpetrated since
the inception of the group scheme. Had
the advisers of the Minister possessed the
perspective and vision that could reason-
ably be expected of them, gzroup rettlers
would never have been launched on nn-
limited contract work. T fully rcalise the
disadvantages attendinz the sustenance
system. T favour, and have always fav-
oured, limited ecoutraet work in connes-
tion with group settiement, but when the
department instituted wnlimited contracts,
it did not need anyone very well versed
in group settlement to know that sooner
or later the whole scheme would lreak
down. For two or three years the
group settlers had been working on £3 per
week sustenance, and what was more natural
than that, when unlimited contract work
wasg available, they shonld take every op-
portunity to knock up as big a cheque as
possible. T know men who carned €30, £10
and £50 per month clearing under contract
on their own hlocks, and T understand the
AMinister for Lands has stated that some
men earned as much as £70. Ta do that
they had necessarily to neglect their crop-
ping and al! the other things most urgent
and important towards putting to profitable
use the land already cleared, Further. as
shonl@ have been patent to evervone, in-
cluding the departmental officials, the blocks
conld not earry the capitalisation that was
being forced upon them. A mwan earning
£40 a month cn contract would, in 12 months;,
knock up £480, which wounld be extra capi-
talisation on his block, and it did nof re-
quire much reckoning to show that very
soon the block would be over capitalized fo
such an extent that it wounld be impessible
for him to earry on. TUltimately the Miniz-
ter and the advisory ecommittee saw the
mistake thev had made and sought to recede
from the posifion by issuing that circular.
It was for the benefit of the settler and
the department, too, that the cirenlar was
issued, but a lot of damaze had been done.
The group settler was fairly content under
sustenance, but he was a verv dizeontented
man when the opportunity for unlimited
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contract work was withdeawn., 1 mentionec
the avocations of group settlers to show the
wide range of crafts and irades from which
some of these men came, and also to show
that they did not realise what they were
taking on. They had entered a new walk
of life, and before they could fully realise
the benefits that later on would acerue fromn
their work, they were pushed into unlimited
contract work, with the result that a greaf
many of them became unsettled and many
troubles were heaped upon the department.
The damage was done by the iniroduetion
of unlimited contraci work. Affer the eir-
calar was issued, that in itself did not make
the position much better at the time, though
1.believe ultimately it will be better. Cir-
cular No. 88 laid down that a man with two
cows could have advanced to him £10 10s.
ner month. Those with cows in excess of
two would suffer a reduction of 30s. per
cow until the number reached 15. The
circular also laid down that a settler should
suffer a reduction by reason of eows that
had died. Why that was done, T do not
know, hecause it is obvions that dead cows
could not eontribute anything to a settler’s
upkeep. It was bad enough for a settler
to be saddled with the capital cost. but to
he further muleted to the extent of 30s.
for a dead cow was cnongh te make any
seftler stand up.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: And te make the
poer old eow come to life again.

Hon. W, J. MANXN: In the ecirenlar no
provision was made for the sons of settlers.
T understand the Minister recently stated
that these were ome-man farms and that
sons did not enter into the question, but 1
make hold to sav that the very essence
of group settlement was to bring vonng
people on to the land and keep them there.
The lack of provision for settlers’ sons was
a grave omission. The department, having
issued that cirenlar, .again admitted that it
had heen ill-thought out, beeanse they have
since issued another circular to cover it and
have increased the amount of advance to
£20 10s. They have agreed to delete dead
cows to the number of five, and have made
small provision for settlers’ soms. They
have agreed to advance an amount of £3
ner month for each son who spends the
whole of his working time upon the hold-
ing, provided he is of the aze of 16 vears
or over. The amount set down as the earn-
ings of a row—this ineludes ealves. and pigs,
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ete., that benefit from a man keeping a cow
—is 30s., but that is too high. That point
has been brought under the notice of the
Minister by several deputatiors, and figures
have been advanced in support of the con-
tention. I have looked up a number of auth-
orities, and none of them represents the
amount as heing much more than 20s. or
22s. 6d. as the average monthly earnings for
the cow. The Minister would be well ad-
vised to reduce the amount from 30=. to 20s.
I believe 20s. would be a fair thing and
would be as much as the settlers conld afford
at the present time. A request has alse
been made that the earnings of the group
seftler from contract clearing should not be
confined to the month, but should be spread
over a period of three months if necessarv.
The Minister, I understand, has decreed
that each month withont exception shall
stand by itself. Tt has been pointed out
that a settler might be ill for the greater
part of a month and so unable to earn
anything; but that phase apparently does
not weigh with the Minister. Consequently
such a settler will have no opportunity to
make up leeway. The least the Minister
might do would be to let each case be dealt
with on its merits. If it can be shown that
a seftler has been unable during one month
to do the work necessary for his upkeep.
be should be permitted to make up the dif-
ference in the sueceeding month. The esti-
mate of 30s. per cow is, I gather, based on
revenue received from cows on the Pes!
Estate during a period of five months. Snch
a period is not long enough to afford a fair
hasis. No man engaged in dairying to any
large evtent would accept a basis of five
months; he would require a basis of 12
months, including all the fat months and
all the lean months, T feel certain that the
amount of 30s. is too high, if there is any
analozv with the returns from the ecows
furnished by the Government to some set-
tlers in the Busselton distriet last vear. A
number of settlers on the Abba River in the
flosh period of last year, when feed was at
its height, were told that they should take
10 cows. The land was new pasture, and its
extent was 25 meres. The man who tells a
settler that on 23 aerez of new npasture,
even in his second vear, he c¢an keep
10 cows and their calves all the wear
round, has a fine imagination. Tt has
not heen done by the old settlers, and is
not likelw to he done by group settlers. I
have heard it stated that the settlers de.
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murred to taking 10 cows, znd were then
informed that they could keep 20. How-
ever, thev atfempted to keep 10, and with
what result? As scon as the flush of the feed
had been eaten off and the hot weather came,
there was no feed for the stock. The depart-
ment were forced to colleet about 200 head
of milch eows from the group settlers
and remove them to agistment elsewhere.
I  believe I am perfectly correct
in saying that close to Busselton 130
head of mileh eows are bheing hand fed
by the department nnd milked at the same
time, Further, I believe the returns from
those cows are such that the loss fo the
department, over and ahove the earnings
from the cows, amounts to about 7s, Gd.
per cow per month. That has been going
on sinee last Januavry, If I am not right.
T hope that the Minister, when replying to
the debate, will give me the correct figures.
The actual amount cannot be ascertained
except throngh the department, to whom T
have not yet applied for the information.
If such are the results ohtained by the de-
partment, what chance has the group
settler? Whoever was responsible for the
purchase of those eows

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Were they imported, or
were they bought in the State?

Hon. W. J. MANN: T cannot say whenece
they came. T understand that cows for the
group settlements are pnrchased by the
Stock Branch, and after testing are handed
over to the settlers. I entirely exonerate
the group settlement officers from anv
hlame in this eonuection; but seeing that
the Stock Branelh are represented on the
Advisory Committee, there must be some-
thing wrong in that quarter. The group
settler knows of these faets, and they are
likely to have a disturbing effect on him.
For the sake of the scheme and for the
sake of the settler, I hope that that kind of
thing will speedily be remedied. I nnder-
stand that the Advisory Committee’s reply
on this question is that last year was an
extremely dry year in the South-West. T
concede that the year was dry, but it was
not so dry as to prevent other settlers from
keeping their stock and maintaining their
milk returns at about the average. The
main cause of the failure was that the
settlors were asked to carry far more stock
than it was possible for them to ecarry at
that stage. T say this althongh T hope the
average settler will be able to carry 20 and
even 30 head of stock later. T am pleased
to say there is another side of the pictore.
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Nimerous settlers all over the South-West
hive estallished what just now 1 called
show places. If it were possible, 1 would
Le delighted to take hon. members to see
some of thoze liltle forms. I am sure mem-
bers would be pratitied with the result of
the labours of seitlers who have been here
only four or ltve vcavs. Some of them,
possessing previous experience and plenty
of energy, have successfully engaged in
intense enlture.

Hon. (. Potter: One of the most suecess-
ful settlers iz an ex-bus driver from Lon-
daon.

Hon. W. J. MANN: T have no doubt that
that is perfectly true. By the exercise of
energy and by means of intense cultur:
sonte settiers have been able to obtain good
profits from their cows, and are now send-
ing cream to the butter factories. Ounly ¢
week ago the manager of the Busselton
factory told me with a good deal of
pleasure that he expected to be receivinu
900 cans of cream per dav very shortly,
and that a good deal of it would come from
the group settlements. T know that the
Bunbury factory will henefit in the same
way, Further, I understand that a good
deal of milk and cream is eoming into the
metropolis from the Peel Estate. Evidence
is to ke found evervwhere that with a little
tuition such as I have deseribed, the group
settlers will succeed and the State will re-
ceive a rich reward. T know of one settler
who almost ever since he has heen on the
group has been making £2 per week from
poultry. Dozens of settlers are making £1
per week, and others are making respect-
able amounts, from pigs. Others, again,
are finding vegetables a profitable side line.
So that already there is a steady stream of
produets coming from the groups; and that
stream is bound to increase largely.
Another phase to which the department
should give attention is that of providine
group seftlers with efficient working tools
and gear. It was my privilege and pleasure
to accompany the Minister for Lands on a
trip throueh various groups last year. O
that occasion the Minister was the recipient
of numerous complaints regarding tools and
gear. 1 admit that some of the complaints
were frivolous and should never have heen
made; bnt there were solid grounds for
complaints regarding the earty which were
supplied to group settlers. Those ecarts
were a disgrace to any firm and to any
department. In the case of sbme of the
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caris it was alinozt possible to iosert a
lead pencil between the tyre and the
woodwork of the wheel. To the Min-
ister's credit J should say that as
soon as he had realised the posi-
tion he <aid, ‘At the first post office
T get to I will send a wire to despatah
no more of those carts to the South-West.’
Mr. Angwin's promise was redeemed within
half an hour of its being made. Complaints
regarding the carts were made many fime:
hefore, and why the position had not previ-
wusly been rectitied 1 do not know. The
moment the Minister eame on the scenc
and saw whal was wrong, the tronble was
remedied. Similarly, in conneetion with othe:
troubles. if someone in authority coutd per-
sonally inquire into them, mueh heart
burning would be saved. Single mould.
board ploughs from the State Tmplemeni
Works have been furnished to group set-
tlers and found quite unsuitable for break.
ing up the heavy land of the South-West

.They may be serviceable enough plough:

to work land that has been cultivated time
and again, but fo use them on new an¢
heavy land that may be full of roots, i
merely to court disaster. The result of thi:
has been that on many holdings thes
ploughs are to be found strewn about ir
a condition such as they should not be. Re
cently the Advisory Board realised ther
was something wrong and now dise plough:
are being provided to the variowus group:
for work such as I have indieated. 1 was
informed the other day that on one grong
there are four dise ploughs available for the
20 settlers there, while ancther eouple of
groups have five plonghs each. Dise plough:
should have been provided from the outsef
and thus a great waste of energy and muel
heart burning would have been avoided. Nc¢
experienced man would have tackled sucl
a job with the ploughs that were providec
at the outset, for they would have realisec
at once that they were unsuitable for th
work they were to be asked to do. Ther
again, settlers were supplied with harrows
Hon. members who know anything abow
that t¥pe of implemert will realise how
inefficient those supplied to the group set
tlers were when I say that, after proceeding
for half s mile or so in one direction, th
whole of the tynes were bent back at ar
angle of practically 45 degrees. In order t«
get some further use out of the harrows, th
settlers hitehed the horses on to the revers
side and thus beni the tynes back again
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Hon. members can readily imagine what hap-
pened after that course had been followed
two or three times. The harrows were of the
diamond point type and should never have
been supplied. Had the men concerned
known their job, they would have supplied
the group settlers with the stump jump,
or semi-stump jump barrows, with chisel-
pointed tynes. That is lhe type required
for the work that has to be done in the
group areas. If Joecal advisory boards were
established, such incidents in all probability
wonld never have occurred. If such boards
are provided in the future, {roubles of this
deseription will be obviated. I do not in-
tend to deal with the financial aspect of the
group settlement scheme to any extent, but
aceording to figures supplied by the Minister
for Lands, the group settlements have cost
to date £3,400,000, in round figures. As
against that, since the inception of the
group settlement scheme, Western Australia
has imported over £5,000,000 worth of bacon,
ham, butter, cheese and tinned milk. That
means that those articles alone have de-
pleted the coffers of this State to the extent
of that bhuge sum, If we include the im-
portations of live stock, including horses,
sheep and pigs, another £1,100,000 has to
be added to that figure, giving a fotal of
£6,100,000 worth of articles imported sinee
the inception of the scheme. Ultimately the
group settlements will provide all the arti-
cles represented in the importations I have
referred to. When that day arrives, that
immense amount of money will be retained
in cirenlation within the State, instead of
heing sent to the Kastern States, in
addition to the State bhaving the bene-
fit of ‘the established farms within its
borders. The Government should per-
severe with +the scheme and enlarge
it. T trust they will put a little more vim
into it. Tt is understood that another group
will be established in the South-West next
month, and I trusi that the Government,
now that the financial position is fairly clear,
will accelerate the group settlement work,
not only in the Sonth-West but in other
parts of the Staie where opportunities
are provided, and where the work can be
profitably undertaken. I have no wish te
see all group settlements established in the
South-West.
groups in the North-West, by all means let
us have them established there. It is sin-
cerely to he haped that the Government will

If it is possible to establish
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be able to undertake that work. I trust they
will persevere and so bring in the 75,000
migrants that Sir James Mitchell agreed to
put on the land when he first embarked upon
his big scheme., We would like to see West-
ern Australia become not only the prin-
eipal granary in the Southern Hemisphere,
but the principal portion of the Common-
wealth from which Australia’s dairy pro-
ducts and fat lambs will come, I believe
that objective ig possible of achievement and
ultimately the goal will be reached. While
I pay a tribute to Sir James Mitchell, and
also lo the Premier, Mr. Collier, for the
work they have done in procuring cheap
money for this great work, I believe that
the Imperial Goyernment have not yet real-
ised the extent to which we are helping
them. During the past 7% years the Brit-
ish Government have spent nof less than
£340,000,000 in doles to the unemployed.
That is a fabulous sum to be spent in such
a way, and I am only sorry that the ex-
penditure of money by way of doles does
not make for the building up of the nation.
On the 1st March last, there were
1,107,000 people in Great Britain receiving
the dole. During the concinding stages of
the war, Great Britain was paying abount
£6,500,000 per day to prosecute the
campaign, The Mother Country, with
1,107,000 people receiving the unemploy-
ment dole, could well afford to give Western
Australia at least one day’s war contribution
now and again, in order to take off her hands
some of the people she has to keep by means
of that dole. Among those receiving the
doles there must be many who would make
admirable settlers and Great Brifain could
well afford io make a gift of the contribu-
tion I have suggested, to the State Govern-
ment, if we took those people off her hands.
T do not think we would be asking a great
deal, because it is a simple question of trans-
planting Britishers from one part of the
Empire, where they cannot make good, to
another pari where they have every oppor-
tunity for advancement. That is all I have
to say regarding the group settlements, and
I will conelude by repeating that T hope the
Government will accelerate the work under
that heading, so that we shall see not only
135 groups established, but two or three
times that number in different parts of the
State. I do not wish to detain the House
much longer, but there are one or two mat-
tere of interest to the South-West Province
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to whieh I desire to refer before resuming

my seat. Amongst them there is the
question of harbours. Hon. members
have heard a lot during the course

of the debate concerning the various har-
bours of the State. There is an intimation
in the Governor’s Speech that the entrance
to the Fremantle harbour has been deepened
to the extent of 3G feet and that the work
in connection with the Geraldton harbour
is progressing zatisfactorily. In the inter-
ests of all parts of the State, and of de-
eentralisation, it is npecessary to gzive the
hinterland to the various ports immediate
attention. (‘onsiderarion should ‘also be
given to the harhour renuirements at Ban-
hwry, Busselton, Flinder's Bay and Alhany,
as well as at other ports that have been
mentioned. Recently it was suggested that
we are likely to bave a record wheat vield
this season, and that within the next ten
vears the wheat production of the State will
be enormous. For that reason, it is the
duty of the (Qovernment to prepare for the
handling of the great crops that are antici-
pated. For vears past various Governments
have been unable to make up their minds
definitely upon a compreheusive scheme for
the improvement of the Bunbury harbour.
The present position at that port is eausing
the people concerned much anxiety.  The
capifal expenditure upon the harbour is
£448,000, of which £255,000 has been sunk
in the breakwafer. Despite that large ex-
penditure, the facilities available, from a
shipping point of view, are liitle better than
they were 15 years ago. Work done in the
past suggests & none too suceessful experi-
ment. Last year 138 steamers, aggregating
554,639 tons gross register, use the port of
Bunbury. They handled cargo to the extent
of 386,129 tons, the value of the export por-
tion being £1,915431. The exports are
mainly timber, wheat, and coal. Perish-
ables, such as fruit and vegetables, are rela-
tively small because no provision has yet
been made at Bunbury for shipping such
commodities on any large scale. Af Bun-
bury there are 10 berths where vessels may
load to a depth of from 16ft. to 27ft. 6in.,
but of those 10 berths six are practically
useless because the biz modern type of vessel
demands a draught of corresponding depth.
Only fonr of those berths can be termed
@ood@ workahle herths. Two of them have a
depth of 27ft. Gin. at the end, but this is
quite jinsufficient, as has been instaneed
lately. A Norwegian steamer called at Bun-
bury last year with the idea of filling up
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her ceoal bunkers, but as she was drawing
201t. she bad to go on to Fremantle. Last
year also another vessel called for 1,000
tons of coal, but as she was drawing
27ft. 8im. shke also had to pass along to
Fremantle. These are not isolated ecuses.
There bave been others and in consequence
Bunbury has suffered a big loss in wages
and shipping dues. In Buobury there is
a large number of men dependent on ship-
ping for a livelihood. They are being de-
prived of work because the Government
have not provided sullicient water for ship-
ping to be carried on. Pending the decision
of the Government to embark on a compre-
hensive scheme, there is urgent neecessity for
some temporary relief. Amongst the older
people of Bunbury there is an idea that the
opening of the old boat channel at the shore
end of the breakwater would cause a sconr
that wonld overeome a lot of the perpetunal
silting trouhle.  Siltage is a very serious’
question for Bunbury. Dredging there is
very expensive, and does not seem to he
making any great progress, for as fast as
the channel is dredged the =it comes in
again, and so the work has to be repeated.
I want to say that the money that has been
expended on the Bunbury harbour was fully
justified, although I cannot say that it has
been judiciously expended. The interest
charges on the expenditure on the barbour
amonnt to €20,000 per annum.,k Still the
revenue for the last three vears has greatly
exceeded that amount. Yor the year ended
30th Juue, 1924, the revenue was £33,800,
while for the year cnded 30th June, 1925,
it was £37,600, and for the year ended 30th
June, 1926, it was £35,300. That slight de-
crease on the figures of the previous year
was owing to the fact that the port lost rev-
enue through not being able to accommodate
steamers such as T have alluded fo, and that
the shipment of wheat was below that of
the previous vear. In 1923 the harbour

trust paid into Consolidated Revenue
£21,330, in 1425 £22000, and in 1926
£21,000. The establishment of secondary

industries at Bunbury will, I am. sure, fol-
low the coming of the power scheme, and
zhipping also will be largely increased.
About four milez out of Bunbury the super-
phosphate people have aenuired a large
area on whiech to erect their works. That
in itself will bring an incveased quantity of
shipping, and altogether- there is every rea-
son for urzing the Government to provide
some inereased facilities for the port. The
port of Busselton is designed to serve a
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very rich and rapidly growing district. A
few years ago there was practically no
shipping at Busselton, but in the year just
clesed 50 vessels were loaded there. Like
Bunhury, Busselton has had to suffer for
lack of depth of water. There is at Bus-
selton no silting problem, the only trouble
being that the port has never had a fair
deal in the provisior of harbour facilities.
Nothing has been done there since 1911, and
in that year operations were confined to a
little dredging. The people of Busselton
were promised by the Mitchell Government
that additions would be made to the loading
end of the jetty so as to enable larger
vessels to use the port. Also it was pro-
mised that there would be increased facili-
ties for shunting and for tying up the
vessels. I am sorry to say those promises
have not been fulfilled. Since then similar
promises have been made by the present
Government. T understand the Minister
for Works said that hLe fully recognised
the just claim of Dusselton to inereased
facilities on its jetty. However, the old
question of finance eropped up and the
maiter seems to have been shelved again.
Beeavse increased shipping facilities have
not heen provided at Busselton, the people
there have had the depressing experience
of seeing thousands of loads of timber pass
through the railway yards from country 40
miles further socth-west and be hanled else-
where for shipment. That is not fair to the
people endeavouring to build up that part of
the State. Members have frequently heard
Ministers talk glibly about each port being
entitled to the trade of its hinterland. In
respect of Busselton that practice has heen
honoured far more in the breach than in the
observance. I liave npot been able to
secure the returns relating to Busselton
shipping, because they are included in
the records of the Railway Department.
However, some idea of t{hese figures may
he gleaned from the faet that the railway
revenue from Busselton for the 12 months
ended 31st June last was £71,502. Goods
and merchandise handled totalled 88,386
tons of which 72,450 tons were despatched
cither by steamer or rail. They are not en-
ormous figures, hut they do show a steady
growth at the port and serve to warrant Gov-
crnment action in providing additional facil-
ities, Further, I find that of late abont 45
special {rains per mounth have been run over
the Busselton-Margaret River and Busselton-
Nannup lines in timber traffic. Those trains
of course were in addition to ordinary sehe-
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dule trains. What is required for Busselton
is that the berthing head should be leng-
thened to enahle ships to be moored safely.
It is not sufficiently long for the big steam-
ers that wish to come into the port. Then
the jetty should he widened to permit of ex-
tra sets of rails necessary to shunting opera-
tions. When that is done it is estimated that
the removal of the thin erust of rock ai
the bed of the berthing basin would enable
the dredge to give all the depth of water re-
guired for many years to come. There s in
the Speech a reference to the heavy expendi-
fure on drainage in the South-West. The
present abnormal winter bas severely tested
this drainage work done there by the Mit-
chell Government and by the present Gov-
ernment, and in every respect has the work
been found successful. In view of the de-
pressing report we heard last night from
Mr. Burvill regarding drainage in the Tor-
hay area, it is vefreshing to know that the
drainage schemes in the Busselton district
are proving wholly successful. During the
recent heavy rains 1 made a special trip
out to see how the drains were working. Be-
tween Busselton and Quindalep there must
have been 4 feet of water going over the
gates for a width of perhaps half a chain,
and the drains were taking away millions of
tons of water which otherwise wounld have
been spread over the land now oeeupied by
group settlers. 1 hope the coastal country
between Pinjarrah and Waterloo will be in-
cluded in a comprehensive drainage scheme
for the South-West. Some drains have been
constructed at points along the line, but the
expenditure has heen relatively small, and a
great deal yet remains to be done. The set-
tlers in the Coolnp, Warocona, and Yarloop
areas have long sought relief from the ex-
cess water that runs over their country in
the winter. I put forward their cases as
deserving of special attention. The complete
draining of the Harvev district has been
long deferred, and should be commenced
without delay. Some seven or eight years
have elapsed sinee it was proved possible
to earry the water from the Darling Ranges,
in the vieinity of Harvev. into Lake Preston
and thenee into the sea. I am told that com-
plete plans for such ontlsts have been in the
hands of the Public Works Department for
a long time. TIf the (Government were so
minded, they could commence the work with-
in a few weeks. The estimated expenditure
for the drainage of that hig area is, T helieve,
only £40.000, That monev wonld render cul-
tivable 100,000 acres of rich swamps, which
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it present cannot be utilised for any pur-
ose. It would also considerably benefit an-
sther 130,000 acres of higher land. In this
way about a quarter of a million aeres of
‘ertile land within easy distance of ihe met-
-opolis eould be profitably farmed, and where
there are mow only oecasional homesteads
:here would svon be hundreds of prosperous
families. One great advantage the Harvey
area enjoys is that it is favourably situated
Bor irrigation. At no great cost another weir
sould be constructed in the hills, and from
this source irrigation could be provided for
orchards and the rich alluvial flats during
the summer months. Qur sumumer is a
long, dry one, but the Harvey country
conld “easily be irrigated and thus made »
profific producer. There is no doubt about
the practicability of the scheme. I under-
stand it bas the endorsement of every civil
engineer of mote who has given attention
to the matter. If this were carried into
effect, the country from Warcona to Bruns-
wick would benefit, inclnding the Benger
swamps which produce from £20,000 to £30,-
000 worth of summer potatoes everv season.
I hope the Gove:nment will, when possible.
extend the drainage scheme to this area. T
know the matter has been under considera-
tion for a longz time. I now wish to stress
the claims of the people of Greenbushes for
consideration in the way of grants to en-
able them to prospect for the lost tin lodes.
Nearly £1,000,000 worth of tin has already
heen won from the district. The opinion
has been expressed hy old and experienced
men that this represents but a small pro-
portion of the deposits of tin at Green-
bushes. If these lodes could be picked up
by a series of bores, owing to the high price
of tin and the probable permanency of that
price, that part of the State would prompt-
ly find work for a large number of men,
many of whom would be glad to leave the
goldfields to go there, or to lrave the
metropolis to enrage in work at remunera-
tive rafes. The Government should not
hesitate to give some assistance in the direc-
tion I have indicated. I congratulate them
on having taken a broad and statesmanlike
view of the Collie power scheme, and the
possibilities of electrical development in
this State. T hope they will go inte the
matter with all possible energy, and eive
what assistance they ¢an to bring the srheme
to fruition. T want to see Collie electrie
power {ransmitted, not only throughout the
South-West, but as far as the metropolis.
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Jt would be possible in this State, as it is
elsewhere, to eliminate a tremendons amount
of the drudgery that falls to the lot of the
man on {he land, by the usc of electric
power. I now wish to refer to a matter
that is not mentioned in the Speech, but,
though it appears to be a small one, it
areatly affeet the State. 1 allude to our
tourist resorts. Last year | made a trip
around the seabrard ol Australia Irom the
most south-westerly point of the coastal
railway at Flinders Bay to the moat north-
casterly point of Queensland, 1,250 miles
north of Brichane. I kept my eyes open to
see what was being done in the tourist busi-
ness clsewhere, and [ came fo the coneclu-
sion that in this State we have in this re-
gard essets equal to anything in Australin.
For many years our tourist places have re-
ceived seant attention at the hands of Gov-
ernment anthorities, Take the case of Cave
House at Yallingup. That is a Government
monopoly. No one else could enter info
the husiness of eatering for the traffic there
with anv reasonable hope of suceess. The
Government are not providing the aceom-
modation for visitors that ought to be pro-
vided. If Cave House were a private con-
cern, the Licensing Bench would probably
insist apon adequate provision being made
for the trade. If the Government are de-
termined to keep this as a State concern,
they should be compelled to do what a pri-
vate undertaking would do. It is the most
picturesque of all our tourist resorts. Most
membery know it well. 1 am sure the Hon-
orary Minister has happy recollections of
it, for on many oceasions when he has felt
Jaded by his departmental work, and has
required a little relaxation and reeuperation,
he bas gone straight to Yallingup. I know
be is in sympathy with the establishment
and that, if he had his way, assistance wonld
be rendered to it. There is a crying need for
new dining rooms. If these were provided
on the site sct aside for them, other portions
of the building eonld be utilised for bed-
rooms. There should also be a refrigerating
service, which does not mow exist, atthongh
the motive power is available for running
it. An up to date establishment such as
Cave House ought to be provided with a
proper hot waler service. It is now &
business proposition, and is showing a profit
for the State. In 1019-1920 the expenditure
was £10,985 and the revenune was £11,079;
in 1921-22 the expenditure was £12,729, and
the revenue £14,482; in 1922-23 the expen-
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diture was £12,290, and the revenue £13,576;
in 1923-24 the expenditure was £12,875, and
the revenue £14,814, In 1924-25 the expendi-
ture was £13,094 and the revenue £14,011,
and last year the expenditure was £14,378
and the revenue £16,190. While the expen-
diture has increased during this period by
£3,400, or 30 per cent, the revenue has in-
ereased by £5,000, or pearly 50 per cent.
For years the establishment has paid full
interest and depreciation, and a few hun-
dred pounds over and above that, while the
tariff is the cheapest in the Commenwealth
for this class of frade. Alhough I bave
shown that the trade there has increased and
that last year the exrenditure was £14,378,
and the revenue £16,190, Cave Housec at
the present time has dining aeeommoda-
tion for only 78 people. By ufilising the
verandahs outside it is possible to seat an-
other 36, so that the most that can he ae-
commodated at one sitting is 114 people.
During last Christmas week the siafl at
Cave House served 12,024 meals. The whole
of the staff, including the manager and his
wife, total only 3G6. Durine Easter week
10,525 meals were sprved. The figures would
have been considerably increased had it been
possible to serve others who required meals.
That was the limit to which the staff could
go. Hundreds of people took hampers out
there and had meals in the grounds around
Cave House. Fhat points ta » business loss
by the State, and it is the duty of the Gov-
ernment therefore to see that sufficient ac-
commodation is provided for everyone. The
bedroom aceommodation at Yallingup is
limited to pruvision for 64 people, but by
using baleeny heds, 80 more can be aecom-
moedated.  Everybody, however, on going
away for a heoliday, will not agree to have a
baleony hed and use a cupboard in a com-
mon dressing rcom. DPeople are prepared
to pay for services, and consequently
they should not be asked to put up with
baleony heds or common dressing rooms.
The Government should cither enter for
everyone ov allow private enterprise o
do so. It is the Government's doty to
keep in the State as many holiday
makers as they can and so prevent tour-
ists’ money goiny clsewhere.  There is no
garage accommndation at Cave House, al-
though frequently as many as 100 cars are
in the grounds. Hundreds and possibly
thousands of people have been denied ad-
mission to Cave House. The Government
have heen well aware that these require-
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ments are necessary: becaunse plans for in-
ereased accommodation have been prepared
for some time. I have heard of them for
four or five years past, and knowing that
this is a business proposition, I cannot un-
derstand why the Government refuse to go
on with the work. Some idea of the
growth of the traffic can be gathered
by the faet that 1,000 people entered
the Yallingup cave last Christmas week.
Each person is charged a fee of 3s., so that
this, too, is in every way a business proposi-
tion, and the Government should not hesi-
wate to do their part. A small amonnt
should he spent on lighting some of the
other caves. The Mammoth Cave, I sup-
liose, is one of the finest down therve, parti-
cularly from the scientific point of view,
and it shonld be lit up by electricity.
The first cost possibly would not exeeed
£500, and a proper illumination would en-
able some of the beiter features of the
eave to be Jdisplayed. The railways obtain
a great benefit from the trafiic to the Cave
tlouse and could obtain more revenue hy
providing eheap week-end exenvsions to let
peopie see what attractions we have within
our own State. I made inauiries at the
Tourist Bureau at Perth for accommoda-
lion at Cave House next Christmas and T
found that even at the present time, the
middle of August, the whole of the bed-
room accommodation there has been
hooked. The same thing oceuwrred last
Christmas. During last summer, extending
from Derember to April inclusive, it was
necessary to book months ahead if one
desired to secure a room ai Yallingup.
Hundreds of people who could not he
aecommodated went for their holidays to
the Kastern States and elsewhere, and
Western Aunstralia was the poorer for that.
It 1s therefore quite time that the Govern-
ment woke up to their responsibilities in
that respect and made a real effort to re-
tain the tourists’ money in this State. It
is time we got into line with the other
States and overseas countries. BEvery
visitor to our shore leaves behind him new
money and takes away ilmpressions which
are good or bad, according to the ideas
formed. We should further extend our
tourist activities by having agents in every
capital eity. We should foster what I heard
called the “tourist conscience” and get the
people to spend meney in the State and
induece others to spend it with them. Dur-
ing my travels in New South Wales I learnt
that Sydney receives, on an average, 6.000
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visitors every week of the vear, It would
be a very moderate estimate to say that
cach visitor left £5 in that State. That
would amount to £30,600 a week, or a
million and a half pounds in the vear.

Hon. J. M. Maecfarlane: Treble it and
You will be nearer the mark.

on. J. Ewing: T think you could multi-
ph it byt

Hor. W, J. MAXN: I do not wish to be
aversed of exaggerating, and that is why
I put down the figure at €5. If we
mrely denbled it we would et three
willivi» iu the vear, and even then we
wounld be well inside the mark. As a final
illn=tration 1 would quote New Zealand, a
country that appreriates the value of the
tomvist tratfic. That is evidenced by the
fact that the anthorities there ave not the
Ita-t hit concerncd that the expenditure on
tourist traffic in 1924-25 resulted in a loss
of over £19,000. They were perfectly satis-
fled to lose that amount on their tourist
activities, knowing that the sum would be
returned many times by the capital brought
into the Dominion by visitors and spread
over the whole of the country. TFor many
vears past New Zealand has subsidised its
itlnsirated papers. I did see what the
tigures were, but T have not been able to
lay my hand on them and so cannot dis-
close them to the House. The object of
subsidising the illustrated papers is to in-
duce people to visit New Zealand by the
publication of pictares in those papers.
This method of advertising has heen very
suceessful.  The previous Government in
Western Australia are to be congratulated
on having brought into existence the
present Tourist Bureau, and the Govern-
ment of fo-day may be given some small
ineed of praise for enabling that institu-
tion to continue. They wonld get a good
deal more praise, however, if they treated
the Bureaw more liberally. 1Ay personal
experience of the conduet of the bureau is
that the director and his stafi are fully
alive to the advanlages of tourist propa-
zanda. In the direefor we bave an officer
equal to any to he found in a similar posi-
tion in other parts of Australia, T believe
him to be superior to some that I counld
mention. HHe is dving his best with the
limited money at his disposal. More
aftraetive and commodious offices could he
provided. If T were running the concern
T would take a shop front in the busiesi
part of the city and there make a display
that would create a demand for tourist
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trips thronghout the whole of the State. I
do not know whether members have been
in the burean lately, tf not, T would advise
them to drop in and have u look at the

stalagmife display and ask themselves
what the elicet would be or a similar
exhibition in  a shop window, where
it ecould bLe seen by all passers hy.

I am sure it would bring patronage and
would awaken a desire amongst people to
visit that part of the State even during
the siackest months of the year. I realize
there are leavy calls upon the finances of
the State, but it cannot be argued that
money spent in cncourapging tourist traffic
is lost. Rather is it a sound investment,
as the experience of other countries has
shawn. T hope to sec an extension of the
tourist buriness generally, and I trust that
the Government will see that the long over-
due expenditure for the Caves House is pro-
vided before next summer. T regret that I
have oceupied the time of the House longer
than 1 iotended. 1 hope my initial effort
has not proved wearisome to members

Member: It has been very interesting.

Hon. W, J. MANN: But I ask them to
give me credit for being earnest in what
I have advocated for the benefit of the
whole State.

HON. J. M. MACFARLANE (Metro-
politan) [9.31]: Before dealing with the
Governor's Speech, permit me to offer my
congratulations to youw, Mr. President, on
your elevation to the high and honourable
position von now heold. It is a position that
I readily admif yon are peculiarly fitted to
adorn, and I trust that good health will be
vonchsafed to vou during your tferm of
office. T recogmise how trying it must be
to sit in the Chair for several hours listen-
ing to sometimes rather prosy speeches with-
out being able to indulge in the ease avail-
able to other members. Therefore, I trust
good health will be your portion to enahle
you to carry out satisfactorily the duties youn
have undertaken. I join in the weleome ex-
tended to new members. I have had the
pleasure of knowing them for a good num-
ber of years, and I can assure them they
will find the work interesting. Of all the
questions dealt with in the Speech, that of
migration is the most important. On it
depends the immediate and future develop-
ment of the State, and te it we look for
relief from deficits and the strangling bur-
den of taxation. I congratulate the Govern-
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ment upon having completed the agreement
with the Commonwealth Government and
trust it will not be long before the stream
of migration is again set flowing and the
full number of migrants that the State ean
absorb is brought out. I congratulate the
Government on having got the terins of the
new agrecment made retrospective to the 1922
agreement, which must be of tremecdous as-
sistance in the group settlement work. 1
am satisfied that the new agreement is much
better than the original one, In saying tlat,
I do not seek to detract from the eredit
due to the originator of the scheme, who had
no experience to guide bim. His work was
certainly highly ecreditable, but with the
experience sinee gained, it was only natural
to expeect an improved agreement. The latest
agreement appeals to me as being fair to
each of the three parties, and T belicve it
will ultimately prove of great value to this
State, because it will permit of the expan-
sion of settlement on more generous terms
than existed previously. The clauses of the
agreement that impress me as being most
important are Nos. 1 and 2, which deal with
the rate of interest, the term, and the sink-
ing fund arrangements. Clanse 16 governs
the number of migrants to be introdneed.
Previously, the number of migrants was
stipulated, but now the number is to be
relative to the amount of money that_the
State receives. Clause 17 might well be
described as the group settlement clause, us
it shows the financial limits to which the
Commonwealth arc prepared to advance—
about £1,000 on each farm. I must com-
pliment Mr. Mann on the very able address
he has given us, and the clear manner in
which has has explained group settlement
matters. I agree with everything he has
said; his experience is identical with mine.
Because le has spoken on lines similar to
those I intended to follow, [ shall be able
to shorten my speech considerably. Ciauze
19 of the agreement reads—

The Commanwealth Government shall pay

two-thirds of any loss which the Cominon-
wealth Government is satisfied has heen in-

curred by the State Government in connec-

tion with any advances made by the State
Gtovernment for purchase of stock and equip-
ment to any assisted migrant settled on a
farm in accordance with paragraph (¢) of
the last preceding clause.

1 can endorse the remarks of Mr. Mann thai
group settlement resolves itself into three
phases, the first of which is clearing and
the second production. During the second
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phase the personal equation ecnters. It is
the most critical phase of all. We have to
deal with men after {he sustenanee pay-
ments have been stopped and they have bcen
mstructed to go on their own. During the
time they were developing their blocks they
were gaining experience in clearing, but
when it comes to dealing with stock, they
have to begin their lessons in agriculture.
They now have to handle their stoek and
try to make a living aut of them. I am
satisfied that this is where the department
will need to exercise a close supervision, to
be sympathetie, and to provide instruetion
g0 that the mistakes made may be clearly
demonstrated to the settler without dis-
couraging him. The settler must feel ignor-
ant and helpless when he comes to grow
fodder and undertake the care of catfle.
He must understand the gestalion period
and be able to keep his cows in milk dur-
ing the recognised period of 280 days. He
must know how to maintain the herd when
dry, and be able to prodnce sufficient the
whole year round fo support himself and
his family. All this requires considerable
experience and skill. Tt is useless to send
out men to instruct the settlers unless they
are men of experience. We cannot afford
to employ failures or inexperienced men
for instruetional werk. T wish to acknow-
ledge the valuable work the Minister for
Lands is rendering this State by his close
attention to the group settlement scheme.
Any success that attends the groups will be
due to his close supervision and wise ad-
ministration. I am satisfied that in Mr.
Angwin we have the right man in the right
place. Generally speaking, the gronp sel-
tlers in the South-West have a fair prospect
of making good, but when I consider the
settlers on the Peel Estate, I confess to feel-
ing somewhat pessimistie. The latest infor-
mation I have showed the capitalisation at
114 millions. To-day it would be safe to
say the expenditure on the Peel Estate re-
presents 33 to 40 per cent. of the whole of
the expenditure on group settlement. TFor
this we have cleared or under culiivation
something like 30,000 acres, of which 6,000
is swamp land. The 24,000 aecres econsist
mainly of banksia and red gum country.
‘When the settlers begin operatiors on their
own account, without the sustenance allow-
ance, they will find that growth on the Peel
Estate is. winter growth and that the hot
days of the early spring will soon wither
the herbage. During a severe winter the
growth even in the winter fime will be
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vund to be uwegligible. 1t only lasls six or
:ight weeks, and then it is burnt. There-
ifter the Lare grey sand is all that is left
or the balance of the summer. So the
rroup settler on the Peel Estate is often
‘hrown on the bit of swamp land he has in
iis seetion. . I understand, by the way, that
he swamp land is not always attached to
‘he block on which the settler has his home-
stead and keeps his cows: it may be a mile
or more away. Much of the swamp land
n the P’eel Estate ecannot be termed good
swamp land. Some of it brings up salt and
magnesia, and other parls of it are too
heavy and rough to be cultivated so as to
zet the full value. Consequently the 1eel
Sstate group settler often has to huy fodder.
[ am assured that in 99 eases out of 100
the returns from the cows do not cover the
Eodder bills.

Hen. A. Burvill: Would not silos help?

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: They will
:ome in time. The diffieulty is that the Peei
Estate lands are not as suitable for group
settlement as lands further down the South-
West. The Peel Estate settlers require
special eonsideration and attention from the
experts if they are to win out. My own
view iz that the State will shortlv have to
determine whether the Peel Estate blocks
are sufficient to maintain the group settiers
and enable them to succeced. I feel that it
is not se, thongh 1 hone the result will prove
different from what I expect. I have a close
knowledge of the group seltlers, and in view
of the number walking on and walking off
I am disposed to believe that the personal
equation may wupset the chances of the
scheme. There is something wanting to en-
rourage those group setflers. T am not de-
erying the scheme, but merely pointing out
what I feel to be the one great difficulty
of an enterprise carrying so heavy a capi-
talisation. There is great dissatisfaction
amongst the settlers theraselves, and I look
npon the present stage as one of the most
eritical in the life of group scttlement. 1
acknowledge that a Roval Commission has
investigated and reported npon the position
of the Peel Estate settlers generally. Hav-
ing tried to sift out the arguments for and
againgt any complaints made to me person-
ally, or bronght to myv knowledze. T have
found such a eonflict that I feel bound to
support a motion carried at the recont con-
ference of primary producers that a select
committee should be appointed to inqamire
into the condition of the Peel Estate set-
tlers. In the domain of finance the Gov-
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ernment have missed a golden opportunity
of being the first Government for many
years to show a credit balance. The oppor-
tunities offering last year were unique.
There was huge revenue, including the re-
turns from mnew taxes, However, hustings
pledges stood in the way, and the Govern-
ment bad te yield the 44-hour week and in-
crease the railway employees’ wages, thus
turning the balance against themselves. By
straining the July returns they were able
to submit results so close to the Treasurer’s
estimate as to earn for that gentleman the
title of a prophet standing beside the pro-
phets of old.

Hon. J. Correll: But he was a prophet in
circumnstances over which he had control.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: T regret
the decline of mining, which in my estimation
is due largely to the rise in the cost of pro-
deciion while the value of the produet has
remained stationary. 1 will support the
request to the Commonwealth to provide a
bonus of £1 per ounce of gold. Such a
bonus would stimulate the treatment of
huge quantities of gold-bearing ore of low
values. I agree with Mr. Cornell that gold
mining put this State on the map. It would
bring Western Australia up fo the standard
of the other States if another area yielding
so well as Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie did in
their time were now discovered. 1 approve
the present policy of road econstruetion
within the limits of taxation. However, the
Minister for Works may sungeest such a
form of taxation tor making up our pertion
of the confribution as would be unaccept-
able to this Chamber. Now that the Fed-
eral Government have entered the field of
petrol taxation, the Minister’s chances of gb-
taining further revenue from that quarter
are reduced considerably. Without further

" taxation of some kind, the Minister will

not be able to obfain the sum he needs
in order to take full advantage of the
Federal Government's seheme. I regret that
an adequate supply of hills water for the
metropolitan area is zoing to cost so mueh.
When the pressure is put on the consumer,
he will ery ont. Tndeed, one hears rumbles
now aloneg the streets. The consumer has
not anly been struck by the rise in water
vates, but has alen been hit by inereased
assessment of his property for water. Most
uf the consumers say their rates have been
doubled. T trust something will be done—
we hear, indeed, that something has been
dene— to account for the thousand million
eallon< of water arknowledged to be lost.
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If ikal were achieved, by levying either a
flat rate or a garden area rate, the Water
Supply Department would show better re-
sults, and the need for increased rating
would he ohviated. [ am pleased to note
that the Government purpese hringing tor-
ward u Bill to establish eentral markets.
This has my approval if the intention is
to provide marketing facilities and to eon-
serve existing rights, at the same time
establishing facilities for barter or trade
under new conditions. 1f, however, the
Government purpose the creation of another
State enterprise, [ shall strennously eppose
it. I regret that the Governor’'s Speech
makes no mention of legislation for river
improvements. 1t was agreed last session
that an attempt should be made to do some-
thing in this direetion. The recent floods
will no doubt have impressed on us the
greater need tor taking some action. The
flood waters reached o great height, and
they have c¢reated swamps such as were
never known before; and as soon as the
hot weather comes we shall have those evil
odours of which people complain so much
during Janvary, February and March, I
the river were properly dredged, that
trouble wonld be avoided, and the
nmosquitoes would disappear. It has
been suggested that the Government
should undertake a scheme estimated to
cosl £253,000—£23,600 to be expended in
the first vear, £35,000 in the second year,
and therealter at tie vate of £20,000 per
annum, Af{ the same time it was suggested
that some assistanee should le ziven by
the Perth City Council, who would larzely
benefit by river improvements. As the re-
snlt of a conferenee the [Perth Cily Coun-
cil, T anderstand. agreed to pay the Gov-
ernment as a contribution towards interest
and sinking fund £300 per annun for the
first five vears, and £1.000 per anrpom for
the sueeeediny seven veavs, [f i{he other
municipalities and road boards whieh would
lienefit from the srheme would also con-
tribrte in some small measure, Parliament
would no doult he pleased to pass the
necesrary B3ill, Reverting to the dairyine
ruestion, I have heve a refurn which I think
will impress the Tiouse with the faet that
tho guceesstul extablishment of dairying in
Western Australia 15 worth paving a hich
price for. The relurn shows the guantities
of batter and cheese produced in Vieteria
far the vears from 1913-16 to 192425, [
will quote only ihe lirst year of the series
and the last. Tn 191516 Victoria had
451,088 dairy rows, which produced
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42,315,113 pounds of lhutter, of which
11,417,3111hs. were exported. In 192425
Vietoria had 760,207 dairy cows, which
produced 100,849,382 1bs. of butter, of
whieh 53,731,160 1bs. were exported. Valu-
ing (he butter at 1s. 3d. per 1b., which is
we]l within the fignre obtained last year,
it will be seen that Yietoria produced some-
thing like £6,000,000 worth of hutter last
year. She also produced about £1,230.4400
worth of eheese. These caleulations do not
inctude hyv-products such as baeon, dried
milks, ete. The figures 1 have quoted show
what a very valuable industry dairying is
to ﬂl]‘\.' l,‘(J[Hl]]lll]ity.

Hon. A. Burvill: Can we not do the same
thing in our South-West ?

Hon, J. M. MACFARLANE: During the
course of his speech Mr. Mann pointed out
that the group settlement area was almosr
the same size as Victoria. There the whole
State is not entirely devoted to dairying
and, therefore, I am satisfied that, with
the climate and. the soil we have in the
Sonth-West, there is no reason why, as
Mr. Burvill suggested, we should not do
as well as Vietoria. That State is turning
out slightly less than New South Wales and
15 bheing run elosely by Queensland, Tn
conclusion [ ask the Leader of the House
to assist those who are enpaged in the
sale of seed. Recently a lctter was
sent to me by one of the seedsmen conduci-
ing husiness in Per{h and he complained of
the action of the (Government in inviting
tenders in the Rastern Stlates for the sup-
My of seed for group settlement pur s
I prestune he referred to subterrancan
clover secd, and so on. [ am told that
fenders were ealled Ly the Government
lnst vear ftor seed representing a value of

L0000, Even if the Government 1mid o

“little more for the seed by procuriny sap-
plies locally, they would help the wmen who
are doing something to build up the State.
Fastern merchants use Weslern Australia
as a dumping ground for their seed without
inanx  way  contrihuting  towards onr
taxation. The cecdsman T refer to stated
i his letier—

1 have bheen trading in Weslern Australia
for the past 27 yearg but have never had an
apportunity vet from any of the Tastern
States Governmients to quote for vheir re.
guirements. The big Fastern States firms
may have some little advantage over the
<maller firms in the West and they may he
able to snpply a little cheaper. ' am satis-
fied they treat the sced ovders as a dumping

husiness, and sell at a vervy low margin,
There are plenty of seed firms here in West-
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ern Australia that can supply all the require-
wents of the State, and I think they should
have the business.

An Eastern States merehant, writing to
this local reedsman, expressed astonish-
ment at the statement that his firm could
buy cheaper in Western Australia. Deal-
ine with lovernment orders, the merchant
Atile—

Whilst in Adelaide the writer heard some
viry funny remarks eoncerning the Western
Australian Government order. Ailmost every
fum he eame across mentioned to him what
big business they had been doing with the
Wostern Angtralian Government. One firm
only were refreshing. They told us they had
missed the quotation und that they had
heard from a Melbourne merchant, when in
Adlelside, that he had secured nearly £14,000
worth of seed ovilers when he was staying in
‘Western  Australia  negotiating  for same.
However, if vou can satisfy the Government
with your deliveries this yoar—and you
shouldl have no trouble in doing so—you
shonld bave no diffieulty next season in get-
ting the whole of their support. As a matter
of faet it is quite possible they will be re-
quiring a further parcel of seed for April
delivery. If so, we wish you every success
in your cffort to procure this. Personally we
would he hurt if vur Victorian Government
went past Vietoria t» buy any of their re-
quirements,

The request T make that local seedsmen
should he given this business is a fair one.

Ilon. A. Burvill: Of vourse it is.

Hon. J. M. MACFALRLAXE: [ trust the
Minister will tfake steps to have the busi-
ness given fo our own people.  As Mr.
Mann has deali completely with the group
settlement question, he has enabled mg to
curtpil my remarks, and T will conclude
by intimating that 1 support the mation.

HON. E. ROSE (Souih-Eust) {105]: 1
join with others in congratulating von, Mr.
President, upon vour eleetion to your high
and bhonourable office. I am snre we have
done right in electing vou because of your
lon:z experience in Parliamentary life and
vour knowledze of procedure. T feel con-
fident that the conduet of our business is per-
feetly =afe in yvour hand-. I wonld alse like
ta conorainlate the Chairman of Committees
elect. for we recoznise his capahilities. He
has devoted mueh time to a study of Parlia-
mettary vwrocedure, and T am snre he will
earry out his duties very well. I ennzratun-
late thase hon. members who have been re-
turned wnonposed. The kanour acenrded them
shov's that their constitnents are =satisfied
with the work thev have earried out in the
past, T eongratilate those, too. who had to
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fight hard to retain their seats. I welcomn the
new members amongst us, and, from the
specches we have heard from the newcomers
so far, it is apparent that we have not tost
very much by reason of the changes. I re-
aret the absence of the old members who
were defeated, for they did their duty well
and faithfully. Referring to the Governor's
Speeeh, I find that the tinancial problem oc-
eupies a large proportion of that docu-
ment. I am glad that ihe Government re-
cornise the importance of that phase of State
activities and that they irtend to reduce the
deficits that have continued for so many
years. I frast thut this year we shall see the
last of the defigits.

The PRESIDENT: Ozrder! I must ask
hon. mewbers not to cairy on conversations
while ancther hon. member 15 addressing the
Chair.

Hon. E. ROSE: T ara glad the Govern-
ment intend to eonstruct the railway irom
Boyup Brook to Cranbrook, The construe-
tion of that line has been promised for many
years. It will open up a large tract of coun-
trv snitable for agricultural and pastoral
purposes, while it will also tap a belt of
timher eountry.  Tn view of the splendid agri-
cultural land that it wil} open up, the line
should have heen built manv vears azo. I
regret that no mention is made of a line
from Vanjimup to Mt. Barker. That line
also was promised many years ago, and
if constructed would open up 2 fine be't of
country.

Hon. A. Burvili: The area wonld be suit-
alle for group settlement purposes.

Hon. E. ROSE- Yes, and for dairving
and fruit growing as well. Other lines pro-
mised vears azo were thuse to conneet Nor-
alnp with Denmark and the extenzion of the
Pemberton line 20 miles further an. The
lines were actually anthorised some time ago,
but nothing has been dore. South of Pem-
berton there are n number of groun settlers
who are so far out that thev cannot profit-
ably carry on, if thev have to eart their pro-
dace for the 18 cr 20 miles.

Hon. A. Burvill: At the Denmark end
some of the settlers are 35 miles ont.

Hon. E. ROSE: That is altogether out
of the aunestion, for no farmer eould he ex-
pected to make a profir if he has to cart
his commoditiex for such a distance. Most
of the prodnee in the South-West repre-
sents peri=Ytahle lines, hence the necessitv for
hetter transport. When the Nornalup ex-
tenvian is  constrncted, that beauty spot
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will becomie the grealest lourist vesort im
Wostern Australia. I1f the line were con-
strucled right through, enabling people to
visit Nornalup, we would do away with the
summmer exodus to the Xastern States. [
believe that line would pay handsomely from
the ontset, in addition to keeping so muech
more money within the State by putfing an
end to the annual visits paid by many of our
people to the Eastern States In my
opinion, the Government should duplicate
the lines from Brunswick Junetion to Bun-
bury and from Bunbury to Boyanup. At
present the traffic there is so congested that
delays are frequenily experienced becanse
the lines have to be cleared. If the dupli-
cations were undertaken, a great saving in
running eosts wonld be made. The South-
Western railways are paying much better
than any other railways in the State. Im
fact, we have no unprofitable line in the
South-West, and that means that the Treas-
ury is benefiting substantially. Becanse of
that, consideration should be given to this
proposal, The traffic from Augusta comes
threugh Picton and ofter: that seetion is so
congested that delays are necessary in order
to clear the line. The same applies on the
section from Brunswick to Bunbury. The
Government should either duplicate thatline
or constrnct a new one along the rounte that

has been so much discussed from Collie via.

the Ferguson to Wellington Mills and Dar-
danup and on to Bunbury. It is not far from
Collie to Millar’s line and if this work were
undertaken, some of the finest agrienltnral
land in the Stute—I refer to the area at
the head of the Ferguson-—wounld be opened
up. Mr. Stewart and Mr. Burvill referred
to the grades and loads on the Wagin-Bun-
bury section compared with the Wagin-
Albany seetion. Mr. Stewart made a mis-
take when referring to the loads earried.
althongh he was correet regarding the dis.
tances. From Narrogin to Albany is a dis-
tanee of 179 miles, the freight charges per
ton over that section being 13s. 54. and the
train load 30 toms. From Narrogin to
Bunbury is a distance of 132 miles, the
freight charges heing 12s. and the train load
380 tons to Collie, or. with the extra en-
gine from Collie to Fernbrook, 470 tons.
From Wagin to Albany is 148 miles, and
the freight charged over that seetion is 12s.
6d. Trom Wagin to Bunbury the distance
is 137 miles, the freicht is 11s. 10d. per ton,
and the load carried 380 tons for an “F*
engine and 403 tons for an “FS"” engine.
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From Collie to Fernbrook it tukes 480 toms.
The only distance where the grade is so
steep that they camnot carry big loads is
(14 miles hetween Allanson and Penrith. I
should advise the Government to take over
the line from Millars and jein it wp to
Collie, for this wonld mean earrying very
much increased loads, and the vatlway coull
be electrified once the Collie power scheme is
operating. I am pleased that the Govern-
ment have taken up that Collic power
scheme and assisted it. No doubt they have
gone carefully into it and they can see what
the results ave likely to be, As Mr. Mann
has pointed out. the Mt. Lyell Company
three months ago decided to start super-
phosphate works at Pieton. The survevors
are now at work prepacatory te the cree-
tion of the bnilding. Immediately the Colliv
power scheme is in operation the fertiliser
works will mean a tremendous lot of haul-
age from the eastern districts to Bunbury
with wheat. and baek again with fertiliser,
I have no fear that wheat or flonr will then
improperly go to Fremantle, for T am posi-
five that Bonbury will take her share once
she ¢an offer super for back-loading. The
Collie power scheme will be of oreal assisi-
ance to the development of the South-West.
We shall have secondary indastries spring-
ing up all over the place, and farmers every-
where will be utilisiig the scheme for the
working of their machinery. TIn all other
parts of the world Governments are going
in «extensively for cheap power, and T eon-
gratulate our Governwment on having taken
up this Collie power scheme, knowing as
they do what it will mean for the South-
West in general, The fertiliser works at
Piclon will be called upon to supply thous-
ands of tens for top dressing. Members
whe know anvthine of top dressing will be
able to form some conception of the quan-
tity that will be required, and what the fer-
filiser will mean to the agrienitural indns-
try. All the country round the ecoast be-
tween here and Albany will be utilised for
top dressing, for it is all well snited to
closer settlement. We have only to see what
is being done in respeet of dairying in the
South-West to form some idea of what the
Collie power scheme is going to mean to
agriculture and dairving. It is most re-
grettable that we shonld have so mueh idle
land adjacent fo railways, On three ocea-
sions now have T supported the Closer Set-
tlement Bill, believing as T dn that we ean-
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not afford to have that land lying idle.
lostead of sending the group settlers 300
miles away from the metropolitan area, the
Government might well have settled some
of them on land ¢lose to railways. Mueh of
that country is useless without a compre-
bensive drainage scheme. YWhat I mean is
that if the Government could acquire those
privately held areas, they could earry out a
drainage scheme that would improve all
that country, and we could then bave along
the railway lines thousands of settlers, each
of whom would he able to make a very
good living. Some members think thai
money spent in the South-West is money
wasted. However, | was born in the South-
‘West and have lved there sl my life, with
the vesnlt that I know Somethinz of the
lands of the South-West. Every acre down
there will grow good grasses, and T hope
to see the day when that distriet will be
carrying hundreds of well-developed farms.
When the land there is setiled, we shall be
able to stop that drift of a million and »
half pounds per annum for imported dairy
produce. and not long after that satisfae-
tory day we shall be esporting such pro-
duce. In Vietoria in April last I saw dairy
land valued at from £50 to £120 per acre.
I am positive that two acres of our South-
West land is worth more than one aere of
that high-priced Iand in Vietoria, and will
carry more stock. Bo, even if our land in
the South-West were to cost £30 an acre to
clear, two acres would mean only £6{, where-
as the land in Victoria is worth £120. When
we compare our South-West Jlands
with those of Victoria, we see elearly
that we ought to be producing tor ourselves
all tbat we regniree Mr. Mann has gone
exhaustively into the question of group set-
tlement, leaving very little for me to say
at this late hour. I congratulate him on his
first speech in Parliament and on the atten-
tion he has given to group settlement, It
wonld be of considerable help if we had
advisory committees in each group settle-
ment distriet to assist the Government. It
takes years to gain the experience necessary
to work that eountry down there and bring
it to the productive stage as cheapiy as pos-
sible. 'We have there old farmers who de-
clare they can clear that land for £8 an
acre; indeed I have seen it done. There-
fore I agree with Mr. Mann when he says
it would be of great assistance to group
settlement if we had in each district a eom-
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mittee to advise the departmental officers.
Tt would save thousands ol pounds, The
Government have introduced contraet worik,
which is ever so much better than the old
system. | do not helieve in day labour at
all. It 15 uor suited to clearing, which can
be done muoch cheaper and better by con-
tract. [ am pleased with the nnmber of
people setlled on the groups and with the
attention the Government have paid to the
work. I congatulate the Minister for
Lands upen the work he has dome. There
is no doubi he has tried honestly to do his
best and is earrying out the policy of his
predecessor. There is only one thing [
could wish and that is he should go ahead
faster and get the land seftled mueh quicker.
Otherwise we have in Mr. Angwin a good
man who is working conscientiously for the
groups and for the State. When we remem-
her that there are 2,255 seitlers on the
groups, we appreciate how much this scheme
means to the State. Some of our friends
from the castern districts object to so much
money being spent in the South-West, but
when they realise to the full the indirect
benefif to the State, their objections must
vanish. These settlers have to purchase
trom the eastern districts some of the neces-
saries of life as well as fodder for their
stock, so that although the cost of group
settlement is great, the State generally is
benefiting immensely. Even if the Govern-
crnment ultimately found it necesary to
write off a million of money, the State would
gtill have benefited as a result of the group
settlement policy. Reference has been made
to some of our people going to the Eastern
States, but to offset these departures we can
point to the number of people who have
heen settled on the land. The population
of the groups is 9,405. Surely the State
must have benefited largely becanse of the
settlement of those people, who will remain
and make good the land.

Hon. H. J. Yelland: Have not some of
the best of our settlers gone East?

Hon, E. ROSE: Those who have gone
Fast may stay there. In every walk of life
there are bonnd to be failures or misfits.
I£ T were put in a bank or in an office,
I would be considered a rank failure, and the
same applies to many of the migrants who
have come here to scttle on the land.

Hon. A. Burvill: Many of them would not
make good in the garden of Eden.
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:Hon. E. ROSLl: But put those men
into secondary industries and ihey would
make good, because they have been aceus-
tomed to that kind of life. Mr. Mann re-
ferved to the various oecupations in whieh
group settlers had previously been engaged
in the. Old Country, and yet some of them
are doing well on the land. Amongst them
are men who are quoite eapable of malking
prosperous farmers, With the installation
of the South-West power scheme, secondary
industry must go ahead in that part of the
State. The total expenditure on the groups
is considerable, amounting as it does to about
3% millions, but against that members
shonld consider what has been done. Even
if 50 per eent. of the men Jeft their bold-
ings, look at the increased value given to
the land by reason of all the clearing and
development they have done. Already we
can see the results reflected in our little but-
ter factory at Bunbury. During the four
months—May to August—that factory has
turned out 40 tons of butter more than in
the corresponding months of last year. This
is largely due to the adoption of the system
of top-dressing in the South-West. Last
year the South-West felt the effects of the
dry season, just as did the castern distriets.
The production of the Bunbury factory fell
about two tons short of that of the previous
Yeur, but this year it has been 360-tons of
butter—almost one ton for every day in the
year, and the sum of £54,412 was paid
for eream purchased from the farmers.
This shows what ean be done in the South-
Woest by cultivation and fertilising.  The
coastal lands there must be developed; thev
wmust not be allowed to remain breeding
=rounds for vermin. The South-West is too
valuable an asset for that. Only the peopls
who live in those paris realise the value of
the land. Land that 20 vears ago was con-
demmed is veearded to-day as amongst the
finest dairving and grazing land we have.
Mand in hand with the development of the
Houth-West the Government should provide
aetter acecominodation for shippinz.  The
harbours at Bunhury, Busselton, Augusta
aml Esperance must be opened up,  Alhany
is fortunate in having a mood natural har-
hour, but the other harbours 1 have men-
tioned must be improved so that setilers can
avail themselves of the nearcst pore to ship
their produce, and thus save the nnnecessary
railage expenses they are ineurring fo-dav.
The fruitgrowers of the Bridgetown dis-
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trict bave to ship their fruit from Kre-
mantle, whirh necessitates a journey of two
days. From DBridgetown to Bunbury the
distance is G0 miles, whereas to Fremantle
it is 180. Members can realise what it means
to have to forward fruit over such a long
distance to Fremantle in the hot weather
as against shipping it from Bunbury, Not
only does the fruit deteriorate, but extra
expenditure 1s incurred that might well be
devoted to further development of the land.
One of our harbours was opened up in Mr.
Scaddan’s time and I understand that he
had the harbour dredwed to a depth of 2ft.
greater than the depth of water on the bar.
It is not much use having a harbour deeper
than is necessary to enable a vessel to enter
it. Some attention must be paid to Augusta
and Bunbury. Iniprovements have been
promised, but nothing has been done. The
Speech refers to the dredging &t Bunbury.
I have lived there for some time, but for
several months I have geen no dredging
going  on. Meanwhile. the harbour is
silting up. The big dredge has been shifted
to Geraldton. The smaller one, the teacup
dredge I eall it, is laid up in hospital for a
few months. The Engineer-in-Chief is
poing into the matter. T hope that some-
thing will he done so that we may ship awayv
from Bunbury all the produce from the
wheat belt and the southern areas that shonld
go from that port. The railwav vards
there are very much congested. At times
the fraflie is almost blocked. Money will
have to e ~pent there almost immediately.
I hepe the Government will take this matter
in hand. With regard to the methods
adepted by the Taxation Department. in
the Sonth-West they are valuing unimproved
lard arcordine to the e tent to which it is
al:le to produce and according to the im-
provements effected on it. One property
holanved ta e at one time, and was valued
at 22.. 6d. an aere. The department have
now made the unimproved value 434, an
acre. Originally there was no water on
the land, but there was plenty of paison
and it eould not Dbe sold for 10< an
aere.  Ternn o the land has heen highly
improved, fertilired and broucht into a hizh
state ol eultivation, and is prodncinz fod-
ders and trops owing to the amount of
monev spent upon it, it is being valued af
the high price I mentioned. This illas-
trates what is heing done in the South-
West. Tt is most unfair to tax the farmers
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almost out of existence. In the Bridgetown
district the department is valning land on
the unimproved basis at €4 or £5 an acre,
whereas the unimproved value is actually
very little.  Valuers should be appointed
who know what unimproved value is. We
are paying dearly in other directions.
There is a wuliiplicity of taxes and the
burden presses heavily upon the farmers.
They have to pav road board taxes, health
rates, vermin taxes and ofLers and will
have to continuc doing so. Many of
these people cannot stary np te ull these
charges and develop their land as thewv
onght to do. The Speech refers to the as-
sistance fortheoming from the Common-
wealth for wmain roads. ‘The Common-
wealth sre assisting us greatly in puiting
our roads into repair, The State, however,
has to provide 15s. for every pound the
Commonwealth give. Members may think
this 15s. comes out of the Treasurv. The
fact is that 50 per cent. of it is teken from
ihe road boards and only 7s, 6d. comes out
of the Treasvry This leaves very little
for the smaller road boards ir assist
them in keeping their roads in order.
Instead of the monev being taken out
of the ratepapcrs’ pockets, this should
be made a national undertaking. It
will be impossible for them to find enongh
money to keep their roads in repair. 1 do
not agree with the Federal tax on peirpl,
especially in this Siate where we already
have a tax of that kind. 1 agree with Sir
Edward Wittenoom’s reference to the por-
tion of the North-West that should be eut
oft from the rest of the State. I have not
made up my mind how I shall vote on that
questien, We should take into consideration
the value of that country, and sce whether
we are justified in handing it over lo
Commonwealth. Members representing
North-We=t should also consider how the
Federal Government have developed the
Noarthern Territory, and whether our North-
West will he better off under Canberra rule
than under the State Government.

Hom. . W, 2Xiles: We eonld not he worse
off.

Hon. E. ROSE: I know the hon. member
wil! disagree with me. T do not agree that
the State has done nothing for the North-
West. 1 have pioncered there in the
old days, and T know what a pie-
nic it s wup there to-day compared
with those times. Tn the early days
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there were not the harbour facilities there
are to-day nor the means for get-
ting stock away. 1 admit the bacl: country
is not being developed. The railway charges
on the Marble Bar line are certainly tovo
heavy. In that respect the hon. member has
some cause for complaint. If the Govern-
ment do not intend to hand over that area
to the Comnonwealth they shouid go slowly
in the matter of any experiments they may
indulge in, I lived in the Kimberleys for
many years, and experimented as much as
anybody in fruits and vegetables. I found
that after two years white ants made such
havoe amongst the fruit (rees that they
were of no use afterwards. The North, as
Mr. Colebatch. said, conld supply the South
with all the vegetables it requires; but what
is the use of making the attempt at such
a distanee?

Hon. . W. Miles: What about pork and
bacon ?

Hon. E. ROSGE: Pigs dc remarkably
well in the North, if enly sufficient feed can
be grown to fatten them. I have seen fine
large pigs in the North, @it for any market.
The climate suits them. I agree with Mr.
Miles that the North-West should be opened
up by railway communication. A railway
will develop the Kimberleys and the Neorth-
West generally better than anything else
would, because inland there is some of the
finest sheep country to be found. That coun-
try is, however, too far fron: the port to
permit of profituble cartage of wool and
supplies. Auother result of the construction
of a railway as suggested by Mr. Miles would
be a great development of mining operations
in the North-West. The mineral belt of
Western Austraha runs from the south
eoast right through to Wyndham, and in-
cludes all Kinds of metals. It is wy firm
belicf that eventuallv the North-West will
produce enormous quantities of wminerals,
Having lived there for 19 years, I know what
I speak of. The North-West is a most val-
uable usset, and I do not like the idea of
it= heing handed over to the Commonwealth.
However, | shall have move to say on that
suhjeet at g later stage. In owder to appre-
ciate the possibilities of the North in the
way of sheep raising, one has only to refer
to what is being done at the head of the
Murehison and aronnd Leonora.  People
from South Australia, Vietoria. and New
South Wales are showing what that coun-
trv is capable of. We ourselves do not vet
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know the possibilities of Western Australia
in the way of stock producing. I hope to
live to sce the day when we shall have mil-
lions of stock where we now have thousands.
Travelling through the Eastern States dur-
ing the last yecar or two, I found wherever
T went that people were turning their atten-
tion fo Western Australia more than ever
before. That huge expanse, the wheat belt,
is not yet developed to the extent of one-
half, and Bastern agriculturists are turning
their attention to it. I have had many dis-
cussions with Eastern farmers and squatters
coneerning Western Australia, and have con-
vineced numbers of them that Western Aus-
tralia is worthy of consideration. I have
compared the average wheat yield here for
1924-25 with that of South Australia and
the Eastern States. Some people took my
stalement with a grain of salt. For-
tunately, however, I had the “Year Book of
Australia” with me, and was able to refer
the doubters to the official figures. I said
to them, “Here are the fizures of the average
Western Australian yield of wheat.” Num-
bers of people are eoming here now frown
the Eastern States, Befors many years are
past we shall have a large population in
Western Australia, and shall be able to re-
tain all the money that now goes out of the
country. We shall be able to produce all
the requirements of Western Australia, and
g0 have a large and prosperous population
here. I am very pleased with the work
whieh the Minister for Lands is doing in
the South-West. I hope the Government
will expedite that work, Undoubtedly Mr.
Angwin is endeavouring to develop that
part of our country. His not being an
agriculturist is a drawback, but he has Sir
James Mitchell's ideas and advice to go by.
I hope that before long we shall see the
whole of the Sonth-West developed. Ounly
two years ago @ certain property in the
South-West was offered to the Government.
1 belicve it was originally offered to the
Mitchell Guvernment. I know that Sir
James Mitehell and others bave regretted
that it was not purchased. It ccmprises
about 50,000 acres running at a distanee of
ten miles from Bunbury up along the eoast.
A great deal of it is cleared. 1f it had
heen purchased, the Government could have
placed from 100 to 150 farmers on it straight
away, so much of the land being already
developed. The estate was offered at a reas-
onable fgure—27s. or 28s. per acre. It
would merely require a little drainage. As
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Mr. Mann stated, a drain from Hurtey 1o
Lake Preston wonld drain a large awa of
valunk!e country. 1 trusl that the Govern-
ment, it they can get it at a reasonable
figure now, will purchase the estate in ques-
tion and settle it as sugmested. 1 thank
hon. members for the attention iliey have
given me, and I have much pleasure in sup-
porting the Asldress-in-reply.

(h: motion by Hon. G. W. Miles, debate
adyonrned.

House adjourned at 10.38 p.m.

TLegislative Hasembly,
Wednesday, 25th August, 1926.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY—PRESENTA-
TION,

Mr. SPEAKER: I have to announce that,
accompanied by the mover and seconder of
the Address-in-reply, I waited on His Ex-
cellency the Governor this morning and pre-
sented the Address-in-reply to His Excel-



